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The following pages contain examples of materials, lesson plans, 

classroom activities, etc., that have been recommended or made 

available by national advocacy groups, including, among others: 

• Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN)

• National Education Association (NEA)

• Planned Parenthood

• SIECUS (Sexuality Information and Education Council of the United States)

These materials could potentially put schools in danger of violating 

constitutional  principles and/or parental rights because they include 

statements and activities that may: 

• Present negative portrayals of some religions and/or give favorable portrayals

of other religious or spiritual beliefs.

• Promote school activities that would single out or ostracize religious and/or

socially conservative students.

• Politicize the school environment with lobbying campaigns and one-sided

messages on political and controversial issues.

• Sexualize classes with one-sided messages  promoting homosexuality, bisex-

uality, transgenderism, etc., while excluding other viewpoints.

Examples of Educational MaterialsExamples of Educational MaterialsExamples of Educational MaterialsExamples of Educational Materials    

Provided by Advocacy Groups Provided by Advocacy Groups Provided by Advocacy Groups Provided by Advocacy Groups     

That put school districts in jeopardy of violating  

constitutional principles and/or parental rights. 



Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 
Politicizing the School Environment 

Lessons for Elementary Schools 
GLSEN (the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network) is the nation’s largest homosexual advocacy 
group focused on influencing public school students as young as kindergarten age. Since GLSEN is one of 
the most far-reaching and well-funded activist groups im-
pacting schools, and has received grants and promotion 
from the federal government, this resource begins with 
several examples from the organization.  

For instance, below are excerpts from a GLSEN 
“toolkit” promoted for elementary schools called 
“Ready, Set Respect!” Problem is, the toolkit doesn’t 
seem to advocate much “respect” for parents who don’t 
want educators promoting topics like same-sex  
relationships to children without their knowledge or against their will. Below is a sampling of some of the 
instruction provided in the kit. (Red underscoring added.)  
Accessible at: http://www.glsen.org/readysetrespect)  
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Note: The toolkit advises edu-
cators to “utilize teachable 
moments” by incorporating 
GLSEN materials on “gender, 
diverse families,” etc, into 
classroom activities. Educators 
are encouraged to “write math 
problems” that feature “a vari-
ety of family structures and 
gender-expressions”—such as 
a girl with two dads at the gro-
cery store. Should math class 
really become a place to intro-
duce controversial, politicized 
topics to elementary-age kids? 

Note:  According to this 
guide, teachers should 
avoid any communication 
that implies that heterosex-
uality is recognized as the 
norm. Instead it should be 
presented as “one of many 
possibilities.” Likewise, 
the “assumption” that a 
“boy will grow up and 
marry a woman” is dis-
couraged as a discriminato-
ry, “hetero-normative” 
viewpoint. 

http://www.truetolerance.org/2011/what-parents-should-know-about-glsen/


Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 
Politicizing the School Environment 

Lessons for Elementary Schools 
It’s worth mentioning that the “Ready, Set, Respect!” toolkit does include some points we can all agree 
with—like protecting children against bullying and stopping name-calling. However, where this “toolkit” 
crosses the line is an Orwellian type of indoctrination that attempts to redefine the very meaning of 
“family,”  “gender,” what it means to be a boy or a girl, and familiarize children with transgender behav-
iors. Below are more excerpts from the kit. (Red underscoring added.)  
Accessible at: http://www.glsen.org/readysetrespect  
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Note:  The toolkit encourages teachers to 
promote activities for kids that subtly—or 
not so subtly—normalize cross-dressing and 
transgender types of behavior. In the exam-
ple above, they are encouraged to “invite stu-
dents” as young as kindergarten, “to draw 
pictures of favorite… storybook characters 
and dress them in clothes that are different… 
from what they would typically wear.” Ex-
amples provided include “Cinderella in a 
knight’s armor” or “Spiderman wearing a 
magic tiara.” 

Note:  The toolkit also en-
courages teachers to rein-
force these types of themes 
by using books that nor-
malize homosexual and 
transgender issues to kids. 
Suggested books include 
Uncle Bobby’s Wedding, a 
book featuring two male 
guinea pigs who get mar-
ried, and 10,000 Dresses, 
about a boy who wears 
dresses. Notice the lan-
guage used to introduce 
these books—this book is 
listed under ways to begin 
“exploring non-traditional 
gender roles.” 



Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 
Politicizing Students 

GLSEN sponsors and promotes several student events in public schools, such as the “Day of Silence," held 
annually in mid April. The advocacy group claims these events are all about tolerance and safety. But if 
you pay close attention to the materials often made available for these promotions and for GLSEN student 
clubs, it’s clear there is a one-sided political agenda beneath the rhetoric.  

Many of GLSEN’s materials have the affect of transforming students into political lobbyists who advocate 
specific legislation and homosexual-advocacy policy changes at their schools. For example, in its “How to 
Get What you Want—With an Ask!” sheet, GLSEN has encouraged students to push for things like getting 
homosexual-themed books in their school libraries, teacher trainings and even a “queer-friendly” prom. 
See snapshot examples from this instruction sheet below (red underscoring and emphasis marks added). 
Accessible at http://www.dayofsilence.org/downloads/r119.pdf     
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Note: The political tone of the event 
also became apparent when GLSEN 
encouraged kids to advocate specific 
legislation on the back of their Day of 
Silence “speaking cards.”  

Note: Above, GLSEN directly told kids to use Day 
of Silence to “catapult change at your school.” 
What kind of change? Promotion of “LGBT”—
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender—causes. 
GLSEN revealed the political agenda behind the 
celebration, with the wording below “Participating 
in the Day of Silence is great, but why stop there?” 



Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

Politicizing the School Environment/ 
Promoting Homosexuality & Transgenderism

Promotion of Transgenderism  
GLSEN has an entire section on its website dedicated to promotion transgender issues in schools, as well as 
a site encouraging promotion of the Transgender Day of Remembrance . GLSEN explains that 
“Transgender” is “often interpreted as an umbrella term to include crossdressers, transsexuals, 
genderqueers, drag kings and drag queens” (from GLSEN’s Jump-Start Guide for students, Part 7). While 
GLSEN's transgender initiatives are often promoted as a way to protest the victimization of transgender-
identified people, many of the activities and materials GLSEN wants to be used in public schools clearly 
cross the line into political activism. For instance, GLSEN encourages students and educators to celebrate 
transgender heroes. Below is a screen snapshot from a document that lists the heroes GLSEN wants to be 
celebrated (red emphasis marks, circles and arrows added). Latest version accessible at http://
glsen.customer.def6.com/sites/default/files/trans%20heroes.pdf

In addition to encouraging students and educators to celebrate transgender heroes, GLSEN wants students 
to sign a pledge, committing among other things, “not to use gender-biased language” and to “Respect the 
diversity of all gender identities and expressions.” GLSEN also makes available a guide for students (Jump
-Start Guide-Part 7) that encourages them to “raise awareness about transgender issues” and teaches them 
that “transphobia” equates to “Forcing people to select ‘female’ or ‘male’ on forms” and “Having the sex 
one was assigned at birth printed on one’s driver’s license…”  The guide encourages students to have a 
group discussion about discrimination against transgenderism, using questions such as, “What do your 
genitals look like?” and “How do you have sex?” For more information on transgender-related activities for 
students that GLSEN suggests, see the following page. 
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Note: Many of GLSEN’s materials for students and educators pro-
mote the use of “gender-neutral” pronouns. It appears that GLSEN 
is engaged in a quest to remake the English language in schools to 
accommodate transgender activism.  

http://glsen.customer.def6.com/sites/default/files/trans%20heroes.pdf
http://glsen.org/students/tsr
http://glsen.org/tdor
http://action.glsen.org/page/s/tdor-2012


Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

Politicizing the School Environment/ 
Promoting Homosexuality & Transgenderism

The student guide GLSEN uses to encourage students to promote transgenderism topics (Jump-Start Guide 
-Part 7) encourages students to play a “pronoun game” to practice using “gender neutral” pronouns, such as 
"zie," "hir" and “hirs” instead of "he" or "she" and "his" or "hers." The guide introduces students to termi-
nology and concepts such as cross-dressers, sexual reassignment surgery and what it means to be a drag 
queen. See excerpts below (red emphasis marks and arrows added). This information is accessible at http://
www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Jump%20Start%20Guide%20Part%207.pdf
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Note:  Through the “Pronoun Game” exercise, GLSEN 
introduces students to the idea that one’s male or female 
gender is changeable according to preference. Students 
are supposed to practice using a “gender neutral” pro-
noun—such as “zie”—instead of grammatically correct 
pronouns like “he.” 

Note:  GLSEN defines “transgender” 
as referring to people who 
“transgress social gender norms,” and 
engage in activities such as cross-
dressing or “sex reassignment sur-
gery.” This is something parents 
should be aware of when they hear 
about “transgender” topics being in-
corporated into school activities in 
the name of anti-bullying. 

Cushmacl
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Cushmacl
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http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Jump%20Start%20Guide%20Part%207.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Jump%20Start%20Guide%20Part%207.pdf


Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

Politicizing the School Environment/ 
Promoting Homosexuality & Transgenderism

GLSEN encourages students to “become familiar with relevant terms as you work to expand your thinking 
about gender.” Some of the terms given to “expand” their thinking include “Androgynous: Used to describe 
a person whose gender expression/and or identity may be neither distinctly female or male” and 
“Genderqueer: A term used by people who identify their gender to be somewhere on the continuum in be-
tween or outside the binary gender system altogether. Genderqueer people may prefer a gender neutral pro-
noun.” See excerpts below (red emphasis marks and arrows added). This information is accessible at http://
www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Jump%20Start%20Guide%20Part%207.pdf
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Note: After giving students many definitions like “Genderqueer,” 
“Androgynous” and “Transsexual,” the GLSEN student manual lists 
“Man” and “Woman” as having no definition. The message is per-
fectly clear: God-designed biological genders have absolutely no 
meaning, so people can create their own gender and sexuality any 
way they see fit.   

Note: This section provides 
a good summary of the 
conclusion students are 
supposed to draw from 
GLSEN’s materials: 
“...there really is no good 
word-based definition for 
man or woman.” GLSEN’s 
definitions lead students to 
conclude that people are 
not born with a permanent, 
biological gender—they are 
merely “assigned” it by a 
narrow-minded society. 

It’s clear from these materials and others that the messages GLSEN is 
advocating for use by public school students go far beyond “safe 
schools”—its messages, among other things, promote a radical de-
construction of the meaning of male and female, even to the point of 
revamping the English language to fit that goal. 

For more information about GLSEN’s promotion of transgenderism and 
other sexual advocacy, visit: http://www.truetolerance.org.

http://www.truetolerance.org/2011/information-on-glsens-transgender-day-of-support/
http://www.truetolerance.org/2011/information-on-glsens-transgender-day-of-support/
http://www.truetolerance.org/2011/information-on-glsens-transgender-day-of-support/
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http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Jump%20Start%20Guide%20Part%207.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Jump%20Start%20Guide%20Part%207.pdf
http://www.truetolerance.org


Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

Ally Week 
Occurring annually in mid October, Ally Week is yet another event sponsored by GLSEN for celebration in 
public schools nationwide. Ally Week is promoted as a way for students to “support and celebrate Allies 
against anti-LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender) language, bullying and harassment.” Students 
“will encourage their peers and school staff” to sign an “Ally Pledge” representing their agreement to fight 
LGBT bullying. Once again, this goal sounds innocent enough—after all, most people would agree with 
pledging not to bully others—unless you dig deeper into the materials GLSEN is giving educators and stu-
dents. Below are excerpts from some of the materials GLSEN makes available to students during Ally Week 
(red emphasis marks, circles and arrows added). The latest version of this resource is accessible at: http://
www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Ally_Week_101.pdf
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Politicizing the School Environment/ 
Promoting Homosexuality & Transgenderism

Note: Another   
Ally Week guide  
encourages students 
to challenge com-
munication and im-
ages in their school 
that reflects a tradi-
tional understand-
ing/depiction of 
biological male and 
female genders. 

Note: Notice that there is no other choice presented 
to student “Allies” than to “accept” GLSEN’s radi-
cal teachings about gender and “recognize” that 
cross-dressing and other “gender-nonconforming” 
behaviors should be normalized. 

Note: In GLSEN’s “Ally 101 
Workshop,” students are en-
couraged to use “gender-
neutral” pronouns.  

http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/AllyWeek_transGNC.pdf
Cushmacl
Typewritten Text

http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Ally_Week_101.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Ally_Week_101.pdf


Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

Ally Week 
Educators are also encouraged by GLSEN to show films during Ally Week, including No Dumb Questions: 
“A funny and touching documentary profiling three sisters, ages 6, 9 and 11 struggling to understand why 
and how their Uncle Bill is becoming a woman.” A clip of this film is accessible at: http://
www.nodumbquestions.com/ 

Out in the Silence is a another film GLSEN wants educators to show students during Ally Week. This film 
“captures the remarkable chain of events that unfold when the announcement of filmmaker Joe Wilson’s 
wedding to another man ignites a firestorm of controversy in his small Pennsylvania hometown.” A clip of 
the film is accessible at: http://wpsu.org/outinthesilence 

In addition to events like Ally Week, GLSEN encourages educators to use "LGBT-inclusive" curriculum. 
What does that mean? To get an idea, you need only review GLSEN's "LGBT-Inclusive Classroom 
Resources" document for educators, accessible at: http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/LGBT%20incl%
20curr%20guide.pdf  Below are excerpts from the guide (red emphasis marks, circles and arrows added):
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Promoting Homosexuality/Ostracizing 
 Religious or Socially Conservative Viewpoints 

Note: Educators 
are encouraged to 
purposefully look 
for ways to insert 
gay and lesbian 
themes into the 
curricula, 
including science, 
technical subjects 
and mathematics.   

They are 
encouraged to 
discuss historical 
figures' sexuality, 
including 
"bisexuality."

Note: GLSEN encourages educators 
to use Common Core standards as 
an opportunity to insert "LGBT" 
content into curricula.

Sexualizing the Curriculum

http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/Educators%20Guide%20to%20Ally%20Week.pdf
http://www.nodumbquestions.com/
http://www.nodumbquestions.com/
http://wpsu.org/outinthesilence
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/LGBT%20incl%20curr%20guide.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/LGBT%20incl%20curr%20guide.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/LGBT%20incl%20curr%20guide.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/LGBT%20incl%20curr%20guide.pdf


Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

GLSEN also makes available a packet for educators, called  Tackling LGBT Issues in School, that is co-
sponsored by the Connecticut GLSEN and Planned Parenthood chapters. According to GLSEN, the 125-
page document offers a “rationale for the inclusion of LGBT [lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender] issues 
in school,” as well as “recommended curriculum and staff development activities.” The curriculum and ac-
tivities found in this packet reveal the one-sided political advocacy that these groups want schools to em-
brace—as well as disturbing classroom exercises that could clearly ostracize students of faith and those with 
socially conservative viewpoints. For evidence of this, examine the excerpts from GLSEN’s Tackling book-
let depicted below and on the following page (red underscoring added).  
Accessible at http://www.glsen.org/chapters/connecticut/resources/tackling-lgbt-issues-school and 

 http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%20CT%20Tackling%20LGBT%20Issues%20In%20Schools.pdf 
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Promoting Homosexuality/Negative Portrayals 
of Religious and or Socially Conservative Viewpoints 

Notice that toler-
ance is no longer 
considered good 
enough! “Tolerance” 
and “Acceptance” 
are described as be-
ing in the “homo-
phobic” category. 

Schools are now be-
ing encouraged to 
push students beyond 
tolerance and even 
acceptance—into 
admiration and advo-
cacy.  

Note: The “Riddle Homophobia Scale” exercise, 
contained within GLSEN’s Tackling packet, re-
defines the word “homophobia” for students. 
Students are encouraged to move beyond a clini-
cal definition of a phobia—“irrational fear”— to 
a more political definition. Note the politically 
loaded use of words like “immoral” and  
“sinful.” 

http://www.glsen.org/chapters/connecticut/resources/tackling-lgbt-issues-school
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%20CT%20Tackling%20LGBT%20Issues%20In%20Schools.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/chapters/connecticut/resources/tackling-lgbt-issues-school


Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

Below are other excerpts from GLSEN’s 125-page Tackling LGBT Issues in School (co-sponsored by Con-
necticut GLSEN and Planned Parenthood chapters). (Red underscoring marks added.) Accessible at  http://
www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%20CT%20Tackling%20LGBT%20Issues%20In%20Schools.pdf  
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Targeting Socially Conservative and Religious Viewpoints/ 
Invasion of Student Privacy 

Note: Public schools 
wade into dangerous le-
gal ground when they 
endorse particular inter-
pretations of the Bible, as 
done in this “History 
Quiz” activity. 

Note: The “Step Into the Circle” 
exercise—recommended for high 
school age—instructs facilitators to 
have participants form a circle and 
then read a list of statements out 
loud (excerpts from these statements 
shown at left). Participants are en-
couraged to step into the circle if the 
statement  applies to them. Clearly 
these statements put schools at risk 
of invading student privacy and sin-
gling out students with certain reli-
gious or personal beliefs.  

Again this is an example of not-so- 
subtle peer pressure tactics, not to 
mention concerns about the inappro-
priateness of asking students to pub-
licly acknowledge things like being 
a “survivor of sexual abuse.” 

Note: Tackling LGBT Issues also includes a “Heterosexual Questionnaire” that teachers can give high 
school students, with questions like the one below. A similar survey was distributed to public schools stu-
dents at Port Washington High School in Wisconsin. Class discussions were held after the surveys were 
distributed. When parents complained, school officials justified their actions by saying it was designed to 
expose heterosexual bias. But clearly, the surveys/questionnaires have the affect of forcing students’ minds 
in a certain direction. More recently, another version of a “heterosexual questionnaire” created controversy 
in the Maryland area. 

http://baltimorepostexaminer.com/arundel-high-school-heterosexuality-questionnaire-pulled-from-diversity-curriculum/2013/04/17
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%20CT%20Tackling%20LGBT%20Issues%20In%20Schools.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/GLSEN%20CT%20Tackling%20LGBT%20Issues%20In%20Schools.pdf
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Politicizing the Classroom/Biased Portrayals of Religion 

Note: The “Understanding Gender Identity” lesson wants students 
to, among other things, “explore the impact of rigid gender role 
expectations and stereotypes.”  A “Student Handout” features the 
poem, Hir. Educators are encouraged to play a video performance 
of the poem, which “explores the experience of a transgender stu-
dent who feels imprisoned by ‘the rules’ of gender.” Notice the 
excerpt from the poem handout above, which mentions God’s in-
volvement. Is this appropriate for a public school lesson? 

Materials from the Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network 

GLSEN promotes education resources that present biased portrayals of the same-sex marriage debate, such 
as “Unheard Voices: Stories of LGBT History”— “An oral history and curriculum project that seeks to in-
tegrate lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) history, people and events into middle and high 
school curricula.” This resource was created in collaboration with GLSEN, the Anti-Defamation League 
and an organization called Story Corps.  

At its 2013 annual 
meeting, the nation’s 
largest education un-
ion—the NEA 
(National Education 
Association)—even 
adopted a business item highlighting this curriculum for special promotion. (See Business Item 30 at http://
www.nea.org/assets/docs/2014-NEA-Handbook-New-Business.pdf). But instead of offering well-balanced 
analysis, these lessons appear to lead students into one-sided, politicized discussions about topics like 
same-sex marriage, religion, mili-tary policies, etc. For a few examples, see excerpts below (red 
underscoring added). Curriculum materials accessible at http://www.glsen.org/unheardvoices.html and  
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/UV%20Lessons.pdf 

Note: For a lesson called “In-Group, Out-Group: The Exclusion of LGBT from Societal Institutions” (for 
Grades 8 & up),  educators are provided with a list of “inclusive and exclusive LGBT policies.” Notice the bi-
ased wording in the “Religion” category. Certain faith communities are described as groups that “welcome” 
LGBT behavior, while others, listed under “exclusive policies,” are described as those who “prohibit LGBT 
people from openly participating.”  Is it really a public school’s job to single out  and label certain religions as 
“inclusive” or “exclusive”? The Establishment Clause requires government institutions—including public 
schools—to remain neutral toward religion, neither promoting nor denigrating any religion. 

http://www.glsen.org/unheardvoices.html
http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/2014-NEA-Handbook-New-Business.pdf
http://www.nea.org/assets/docs/2014-NEA-Handbook-New-Business.pdf
http://www.glsen.org/unheardvoices.html
http://www.glsen.org/sites/default/files/UV%20Lessons.pdf
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Biased Portrayals of Religion/ 
Ostracizing Religious and Socially Conservative Students 

Materials Promoted by Planned Parenthood and SIECUS 
 

What kind of lesson plans will educators find on that online database? One especially disturbing example 
is “Four Corners: A Values Clarification Exercise,” recommended for kids as young as 15. This lesson 
plan is published by the D.C.-based activist group, Advocates for Youth. It instructs the facilitator to post 
signs around the room saying, AGREE, DISAGREE and UNSURE. Then the facilitator “reads aloud a 
series of value statements” and asks youth to stand in the spot that “best identifies their values.” See three 
of the eleven “value statements” excerpted below. Information is accessible at www.sexedlibrary.org  
(Click on “Lesson Plans” and then “Personal Skills” and “Values.”) 

Note: Planned 
Parenthood and 
SIECUS—the Sexuality 
Information and Educa-
tion Council of the Unit-
ed States—cooperate 
together to make availa-
ble classroom activities 
and lesson plans for ed-
ucators through online 
databases. Planned 
Parenthood’s Web site 
specifically refers edu-
cators looking for lesson 
plans to SIECUS’  
“SexEdLibrary” data-
base.  

Note: Can you imagine the isolation you would feel as a socially con-
servative or religious student if you were the only one standing under 
the “DISAGREE” sign ? 

http://www.sexedlibrary.org/
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Politicizing the School Environment/ 
Promoting Homosexuality & Transgenderism

Materials Promoted by Planned Parenthood and SIECUS 
 

Also available on the “SexEdLibrary” database is a lesson plan called “What Can I Do to Create Safe 
Space?”, suggested for use with students as young as 15.  The instructor is supposed to give participants 
“role play” vignettes that they then make into a skit. Below is an example of one of  the “role play” as-
signments. This exercise is accessible at: http://www.sexedlibrary.org/index.cfm?pageId=771 (red under-
scoring and circles added). 

Planned Parenthood also promotes “tools for educators” in its “Curricula & Manuals” section. (Accessible 
at: http://www.plannedparenthood.org/educators/resources/curricula-manuals) One of the recommended 
tools is F.L.A.S.H., the “Family Life and Sexual Health Curriculum” from a King County and Seattle public 
health Web site. In Lesson 7 of the high school portion of this curriculum, the teacher is supposed to feature 
a panel of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender guest speakers. If that is not possible, the curriculum rec-
ommends an online film called “Reteaching Gender & Sexuality.” One individual in the film says, “I am a 
boy and a girl." After listening to speakers or the film, students are given homework assignments such as 
the one excerpted below (red underscoring added):  

Notice the abrupt tran-
sition from the “he” 
pronoun to use of the 
“her” pronoun, refer-
ring to the same per-
son in one paragraph. 
The misleading im-
pression students can 
receive is that chang-
ing one’s gender is a 
quick, almost immedi-
ate process.  

Note: Students are also left with the impression that “identifying more with his girlfriends” 
might be an indication that a boy is transgender. This exercise also forces students to act out 
the role of a transgender person which could create confusion and conflict with internal, deep-
ly held values about sexuality and gender.  

Note: Are these appropriate ques-
tions for use in a government-
funded classroom assignment? 
These questions delve into sexual, 
political and moral issues that 
many parents want to handle at 
home. 

http://www.sexedlibrary.org/
http://www.putthisonthemap.org/education/reteaching-gender-and-sexuality
http://www.sexedlibrary.org/index.cfm?pageId=771
http://www.plannedparenthood.org/educators/resources/curricula-manuals
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Promotion of Homosexuality/Biased Portrayals of Religion 

Materials Promoted by Planned Parenthood and SIECUS 

Below is an excerpt from a “Classroom Activity” that Planned Parenthood has promoted called “Read 
Around: Sexual Orientation,” recommended for ages 12 and above. The educator is supposed to distribute 
slips with quotes printed on them. The educator is then supposed to ask participants to read the quotes out 
loud and “ask for reactions.” The instructor should “use this opener as a segue into the topic of sexual ori-
entation.” Below are excerpts from some of the quotes that are to be read out loud (red emphasis marks 
added). It was originally accessible at http://www.plannedparenthood.org/resources/lesson-plans/classroom
-activities-4500.htm, but apparently has been taken offline since the original publication of this document. 

Note: The quotes 
(at left) that are 
supposed to be 
read out loud do 
not present a neu-
tral view of reli-
gious perspec-
tives. Federal 
courts require 
public schools to 
remain neutral 
toward religion. 

That same lesson plan (the “Family Life and Sexual Health Curriculum” from the Seattle/King County 
public health Web site) provides discussion questions the teacher can ask the class after featuring lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender speakers. In case the teachers “need to elaborate on students’ brief answers” 
they are provided with suggested answers. See excerpts below (red underscoring added). 

Note: Should public school teach-
ers—who may not be licensed 
counselors or medical professionals
--instruct children on how they 
know if they are gay or lesbian? 
This seems irresponsible, if not 
dangerous. The “possible answers” 
teachers can provide are not fact-
based. For instance, telling students 
they may be “gay or lesbian” if 
they feel “sort of uncomfortable” 
with the idea of dating the opposite 
sex ignores the complexity of the 
issue and the many factors in-
volved in same-sex attraction. 
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NEA Referrals/Endorsements 

As part of a national Respect for All Project, the NEA helped to promote videos produced by a homosexual 
-advocacy company called GroundSpark. One of the videos in this project— It’s Elementary— is a training 
tool used to equip elementary public school teachers how to look for “teachable moments” to familiarize 
young children with homosexuality. NEA leaders have endorsed and publicized this video. (See the ex-
cerpt/images from the GroundSpark Web site below giving an NEA endorsement. Accessible at http://
groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/elementary/ie_who) 

Note: Once again, schools are expected 
to move beyond “tolerance” to pushing 
nothing short of “acceptance.” During 
one if its  conventions, the NEA adopted 
a Business Item calling on teachers to 
“use and promote ‘acceptance and/or 
respect’ instead of ‘tolerance.’ ” 

Note: Apparently, “acceptance” only cuts one 
way. See the excerpts from the It’s Elemen-
tary curriculum guidebook, at left and below. 
Think about how these statements would 
make children who come from a religious or 
socially conservative home feel—after hear-
ing their families’ beliefs and viewpoints por-
trayed negatively in class. 

Politicizing the Classroom/Negative Portrayals  
of Socially Conservative and Religious Viewpoints 

Below are excerpts from the 136-page It’s Elementary curriculum guidebook, available for purchase from 
the GroundSpark company (http://groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/elementary). Red underscor-
ing is added. 

http://groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/elementary/ie_who
http://groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/elementary/ie_who
http://groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/elementary


Copyright  2014, Reprint in part or whole without permission, Focus on the Family 

NEA Referrals/Endorsements 

Below are two more examples of excerpts from the It’s Elementary curriculum guidebook (available for 
purchase from the GroundSpark company at http://groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/elementary). 
The first example is a sample question that an elementary teacher might be asked by a child—with the sug-
gested answer the guidebook provides for teachers. The bias in favor of same-sex marriage is clear, as is 
the bias against conservative religious beliefs.  

Politicizing the Classroom/Negative Portrayals  
of Socially Conservative and Religious Viewpoints 

Notice the loaded wording: “Some people are 
working to change the laws so that lesbian 
and gay people can get married.” This is posi-
tively stated. But “Others are opposed …” is 
stated more abruptly, with no reason for op-
position given. This provides an example of 
an unbalanced perspective that is inappropri-
ate for publicly funded classrooms. Also the 
meaning of “family” is quickly redefined 
without debate or space given to other per-
spectives. 

Note the biased 
phrasing “anti-
LGBT.” This is not 
a neutral reference 
to religious beliefs. 
Federal courts re-
quire public 
schools to treat 
religion neutrally. 

Note that public 
school third grad-
ers were encour-
aged to debate the 
issue of same-sex 
marriage!  

http://groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/elementary
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NEA Referrals/Endorsements 

The NEA has also publicized and promoted  That’s a Family!, a video produced by the same homosexual 
advocacy company that created It’s Elementary (GroundSpark). That’s a Family! has been shown to 
many elementary kids in the public school system as part of “diversity” curriculum. The NEA has even 
featured these videos in training programs. The excerpts below are from the 53-page Teaching Guide that 
accompanies the That’s a Family! video. It is available for purchase at http://groundspark.org/our-films-
and-campaigns/thatfamily. (Red emphasis marks added.) 

One-sided Promotion of Homosexuality 

Note: Not many 
parents want their 
elementary-age 
children exposed 
to ideas about arti-
ficial insemination 
and discussions 
about lesbian rela-
tionships— 
not to mention 
discussions about 
unmarried adults 
moving in togeth-
er with a child. 

Note: The That’s A Family! 
Teaching Guide also includes a 
crossword puzzle for elementary
-age kids, featuring words like 
“transgender,”  “gay” and 
“lesbian”  (red circles added). 

“Transgender” is defined as “the 
sex a person is born with doesn’t 
match the sex they feel like in-
side their heads and hearts.” 
Again, this isn’t a concept most  
parents want their 5-, 6- and 7- 
years olds having to grapple 
with in class. 

Parents should be the ones who 
decide when and if they want to 
introduce these controversial and 
complicated sexual topics to 
their kids. 

http://groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/thatfamily
http://groundspark.org/our-films-and-campaigns/thatfamily
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