
SACRIFICE 
Most people are not naturally generous. 
Sacrifice is the ninja level of love.  Instead of 
thinking about others first, we usually think of 
ourselves. Perhaps that’s why Jesus told us: “You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 
22:39 ESV). Though Charles Mully’s childhood 
was not ideal, it helped prepare him to be able 
to give up his comfort and leisure as an adult.  
He learned early in his life what it was like to 
live day-to-day with few possessions.  As he got 
older, he had compassion toward the children he 
saw in the streets, which drove his willingness 
to sacrificially give his time, family, and money.  
He fully trusted God!    

LOVE 
What is steadfast love?  Asaph talks about 
Israel losing a steadfast love in Psalm 78.  
Then, in Psalm 136, David writes about God’s 
steadfast love that “endures forever.” What 
is this attribute that David and Asaph held 
as held as such great value? It is a love that 
perseveres, is immovable, and is loyal.

Discussion Guide for Parents

How did Charles Mully’s biological children react to his 
sacrificial choices? How would you have reacted if he were your 
dad? Would you be able to share everything, including time and 
personal things, with kids your family chose to adopt?    

What sacrifices have you seen us make? What sacrifices have 
you seen your siblings or relatives make? How have you 
sacrificed for our family?  What is a sacrifice you have seen 
someone outside of our family make?  Are there any sacrifices 
God has been nudging in your heart? 

What did this movie show about how the street children in 
Nairobi lived? How are their lives different from your life? What 
do you think may have been their experience with love before 
Charles Mully came into their lives?  

How did he show these street kids an example of God’s 
unconditional steadfast love? When has someone shown you 
unconditional love —– love that has ”no payback”, is loyal and 
immovable?  

MULLY provides a lot to talk about with our kids.  When I watched the movie with my family, 
we got to have some great discussions about sacrifice, love, focus, faith, and forgiveness.  Mully 
challenges families to look beyond themselves and to look at where they fit within the larger 
story God has in mind.   Kids will greatly benefit from talking through what they have seen and 
how this applies to their own lives.  Research out of the University of Toronto supports the fact 
that kids tend to mirror altruistic things they have seen others do.  As you read each section, use 
what is written as starting points for ongoing discussions regarding these important topics the 
movie inspires.  You can work on all of these together as a family all year long.  
   —Danny Huerta, Focus on the Family’s Vice President of Parenting & Youth

FOCUS ON PARENTING

Show your child how to help “the least of these.”
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OBEDIENCE
In Psalm 119:33-37 (ESV) it says, “Teach me, 
O Lord, the way of your statutes; and I will 
keep it to the end.  Give me understanding, 
that I may keep your law and observe it 
with my whole heart.  Lead me in the path 
of your commandments, for I delight in 
it.  Incline my heart to your testimonies, 
and not to selfish gain!  Turn my eyes from 
looking at worthless things; and give me 
life in your ways.”  Charles was surrendered 
to God’s will, and God clearly gave him 
understanding.  He pursued eternal things.  
Interestingly, God also provided for the 
Mully family through the obedience of 
others.  We are all part of God’s family and 
can be in step with His will when we are 
obedient to His Word and His nudging!  

In the movie, did you notice that the lady who provided money 
and food provided those things at just the right time?  It would 
have been more comfortable for the family if it would have 
happened sooner, but through obedience it seemed to happen 
at just the right moment.  What do you think? What might God 
have been doing in that lady’s life or teaching her?  How do 
you think she knew that she needed to send money and food?   

How do we practice obedience in our home?  What desire has 
God put in your heart? How can you be obedient to pursuing 
that desire? How can we help you?  How is the idea of 
“mission” related to “obedience”?

FAITH
“Faith is taking the first step even when you 
don’t see the whole staircase” – Martin Luther 
King Jr.  Sometimes God does exactly what we 
want. Other times, He does what He knows 
needs to be done, even if it’s hard for us. And 
then there are times when He lets us see the 
miraculous at work (Jeremiah 32:27). Charles 
and his children were able to experience many 
miracles, such as when they dug their well.  

What would you have done if Charles had told you to keep 
digging after several feet of digging? Why would you have 
kept digging? Why might you have given up?  What miracles 
have you noticed?  
 
How is your faith and Charles Mully’s faith different? What 
would life be like if each of us in our family had a faith like 
his? What could our family do for God’s kingdom today?

FOCUS
In the first few chapters of Proverbs, King 
Solomon knew it was important for his readers 
to pay close attention to his words. They 
would not be given God’s wisdom if they were 
distracted. In the same way, our attention 
should be given to reading God’s word and 
then seeking the Holy Spirit for guidance 
about how to live according to His will for 
our lives.

How was Charles Mully focused on his faith by the time he 
chose to help street kids? What were some of the faithful risks 
he took along the way?  What are some risks we could take for 
God’s kingdom? 

What might keep you from living out God’s will and mission 
in your life?  What is distracting to our family?  What could we 
do to be more focused on that mission? 

What kind of attention could we give each other as a family? 
How will this help us be more focused on each other? 

FORGIVENESS
Colossians 3:13 says that through Christ we 
are able to genuinely forgive one another. 
This is hard to do, but it is good for us to do. 
Forgiving others frees us up to love others. 
Charles’ ability to forgive his family for 
abandoning him gave him the freedom to 
help and love others.  Charles and his kids 
probably had to work through some repair and 
forgiveness in their relationship after they 
returned from boarding school.  

Is there anything we need to repair in our home through 
forgiving each other?  Are there people you need to forgive or 
that you need to ask forgiveness from, so you can be free? 

Why is asking for forgiveness and forgiving each other so 
difficult? How can we regularly forgive each other in our home 
so that we can be focused and free?  

We recommend you continue talking 
about these topics as a family throughout 
this coming year. We hope this discussion 
guide is just the beginning of many more 
conversations and actions that this movie 
inspires in your family.  


