
A Christian Worldview of Marriage 
 
Images of marriage as the union of man and woman are found throughout the Bible.  The description 
of marriage begins in Genesis with the creation of man and woman and their call to become “one 
flesh” and continues to the book of Revelation when Jesus Christ comes for His Bride, the Church.  
God’s Word tells the story of male and female marriage to help us understand the mystery of God’s 
love – for us individually and for the Church. 
 

“So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female 
he created them. And God blessed them.”  (Genesis 1:27 ESV) 
 

“The man gave names to all livestock and to the birds of the heavens and to every beast of the 
field. But for Adam there was not found a helper fit for him. So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to 
fall upon the man, and while he slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh.  And the 
rib that the Lord God had taken from the man he made[h] into a woman and brought her to the man. 
Then the man said, “This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman, 
because she was taken out of Man.” Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold 
fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. And the man and his wife were both naked and were 
not ashamed. (Genesis 2:20-25 ESV) 
 
Jesus defines marriage when He is asked about divorce and quotes from Genesis 1 and 2 in Matthew 
19:4-6 and Mark 10:5-9:  
 

“He answered, ‘Have you not read that he who created them from the beginning made them 
male and female,’ and said, ‘Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his 
wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore 
God has joined together, let not man separate.’” (Matthew 19:4-6 ESV) 
 
The Apostle Paul and other New Testament writers only refer to husbands and wives in a marriage 
context (I Corinthians 7 and Ephesians 5, I Timothy 3 and Titus 1).  
 
In Ephesians 5, Paul quotes Genesis as the foundation of earthly marriage and points us to the 
mystery it represents:  
 

“Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and hold fast to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh.” This mystery is profound, and I am saying that it refers to Christ and the church. 
However, let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband.” (Ephesians 5:31-33 ESV) 
 
 
 
How do legalizing same-sex unions affect you? 
 
When government redefines marriage or creates new “rights” based on sexual orientation, Christians 
who believe God’s design for sexuality and marriage can find that their freedoms of religion, speech 
and association are threatened. Christian ministries, parents and business owners have been 
negatively affected, and here are several examples – from the dozens available – of the price some are 
paying for defending God’s design for marriage.  
 
Examples of religious freedom violations:  
 
 



Church loses tax-exempt status on retreat property 
A United Methodist church retreat property no longer qualifies for a tax-exemption after 
administrators declined to allow a same-sex civil union ceremony to be conducted at its seaside 
pavilion.   Same-sex civil unions are contrary to church beliefs.  
 
For more information: http://www.nytimes.com/2007/09/18/nyregion/18grove.html   
 
New same-sex union law forces Catholic Charities of Rockford, Illinois, to end foster 
care and adoption services 
After operating for nearly 100 years, a new same-sex civil union law, forces Catholic Charities to drop 
its adoption services rather than violate its faith by placing children in same-sex homes.  The law 
failed to provide religious freedom protections to cover the child care agency.  
 
For more information:  
http://articles.chicagotribune.com/2011-05-26/news/ct-met-rockford-catholic-charities-
st20110526_1_catholic-charities-adoption-services-care-and-adoption   
http://blog.heritage.org/2011/06/01/civil-union-law-forces-catholic-charities-to-drop-adoption-
service/  
 
Kentucky t-shirt and promotional goods company accused of violating local “Fairness 
Ordinance”  
The owner of a Kentucky tee-shirt printing company is accused of discriminating against a 
homosexual group after he declined to print apparel for a gay pride event.  Although the Christian 
owner disagreed with the group’s message, he found another company to print the shirts at same 
price.  A compliant against him was filed anyway.  
 
For more information:  
http://www.kentucky.com/2012/11/26/2421990/city-rules-hands-on-originals.html   
 
Court rules against parents who objected to books about homosexuality for 
kindergartners 
Massachusetts parents – the Parkers and the Wirthlins – asked the court to exclude their children 
from discussions about homosexuality in elementary school.  School officials countered that since 
same-sex marriage is legal in the state, the topic is a natural part of life to be discussed in the 
classroom.  
For more information:  
http://www.boston.com/news/local/articles/2005/04/29/arrested_father_had_point_to_make/   
http://www.metrowestdailynews.com/state/x282364097/Public-school-lawsuit-runs-out-of-federal-
appeals   
 
New Mexico Civil Rights Commission fines Christian photographer 
Christian owners of a photography company were fined almost $7,000 for refusing to photograph a 
same-sex commitment ceremony. Celebrating the event would have violated their religious beliefs and 
freedom of expression.  
 
For more information: 
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/06/06/elaine-huguenin-photograp_n_1572676.html  
http://www.adfmedia.org/News/PRDetail/5537   
 
Washington State Attorney General sues florist for holding to her faith 
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The owner of Arlene’s Flowers said she could not provide flowers for a same-sex wedding, due to her 
Christian faith. As a result, she was sued by the state of Washington and the same-sex couple; she has 
counter-sued the state for violating her freedom.   
 
For more information: 
http://abcnews.go.com/Business/washington-florist-sued-refusing-provide-flowers-sex-
wedding/story?id=18922065#.Ua_F2EBOTTo   
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/apr/10/nation/la-na-nn-washington-gay-wedding-florist-arlene-
20130410  
 
 
Talking Points on Marriage 
 
Confusion about the definition of marriage comes after years of weakening it through divorce, unwed 
parenting, fatherlessness and cohabitation.  These talking points are designed for use when discussing 
the value of preserving one-man, one-woman marriage with people who do not hold a Christian 
Worldview 
 
 
Q: Why do you oppose same-sex marriage?  Why do you care if two men or two women get married?  
 
A: The way we define marriage makes a difference because that definition impacts everyone, not just 
same-sex couples.  We recognize that there are same-sex couples who want to affirm their 
relationship yet same-sex marriage comes at a high cost: it costs kids either a mom or a dad, and it 
costs people of faith their First Amendment rights.  We need to weigh the cost before we jump into 
this latest social experiment with marriage. 
 
Q: Why not let same-sex couples marry?  
 
A: Same-sex marriage is a drastic shift that also opens the door to other groups who want to redefine 
marriage.  People who want to legalize polygamy rely on the same arguments as same-sex marriage 
supporters.  If you can change the gender of marriage, why not change the number of people in a 
marriage?  Marriage is not plastic – it doesn’t bend and mold to changing opinions.    
 
Q: Why does marriage have to be a man and a woman?  Men and women are basically the same, so 
why not let two men or two women marry?  
 
A: Men and women are different at every turn and scientific research backs that up. Marriage is about 
more than romance and benefits; it’s about children. Marriage is more than a living arrangement; it’s 
a formula for a mom and a dad to raise children.  It’s the glue that holds society together.   
 
Q: Don’t kids just need a loving home? Why do they need a mom and a dad?  
 
A: Kids who grow up with a mom and a dad do better in so many areas of life: education, health, 
financially, emotionally. There is a mountain of social science data to support this.  Which parent 
would same-sex marriage advocates want a child do to without?  
 
Q: Some same-sex couples are raising children– why penalize them by denying marriage to their 
parents? 
 
A: On a personal level, we recognize that homosexual parents care just as deeply for their children as 
heterosexual parents.  But, the same-sex home is missing a key component: a mom or a dad. Research 
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is clear that a home with a biological, married mom and dad is the most beneficial structure in which 
to raise children. We should encourage what we know is best, not the next marriage experiment.    
 
Q: What about giving rights to same-sex couples?  
 
A: Same-sex couples have rights.  In all 50 states, they can live together, have the blessing of a like-
minded religious community and work for a company that provides partnership benefits.  It’s the 
same for being at the bedside of the partner and jointly owning property.  All of this is available to 
same-sex couples.  What we’re debating is whether the government will redefine marriage to include 
these relationships and then force every citizen and business to do so, as well.  
 
Q: Why not get the government out of the marriage business and make it a civil license for any couple 
that can also be blessed by a religion, if the couple wants that? 
 
A: That’s not at all the direction we’re headed: same-sex marriage pulls government into marriage in 
new and frightening ways as it is the hammer to enforce this new definition of marriage on everyone.  
Kids deserve a mom and a dad regardless of whether it’s a civil or religious ceremony.  The state has 
an interest in stable families and that’s why it has an investment in the definition of marriage.  
 
Q Give me an example of why government has an interest in defining marriage as one man and one 
woman.   
 
Marriage is one of the best and most efficient ways to combat poverty and reduce government 
programs.   
• If you want to reduce poverty, keep a mom and dad together in marriage.   
• If you want to reduce the prison population, keep a mom and dad together in marriage. 
• If you want to see more kids graduate from college, increase the number of children raised in a 
married mom and dad home.  
 


