
25 Creative Things to Do with Your Wonder Years Grandchildren (ages 0 to five years) 

1. Tell them stories, real or imagined. 

2. Go shopping with them and buy them one inexpensive toy after allowing them to play with several 

in the department store toy aisle. 

3. Watch movies together that are age-appropriate. 

4. Explore your backyard or park, looking carefully at flowers, shrubs and bugs. Take a large 

magnifying glass along. 

5. Create works of art such as clay sculptures, paintings or crafts. 

6. Explore the wonders of nature by visiting special exhibits and interactive children’s museums. 

7. Play toy instruments together like kazoos or horns. 

8. Have a tea party with them and their dolls or stuffed animals. 

9. Sing or say nursery rhymes and songs. 

10. Play on the floor with them. Wrestle, and let them win. 

11. Find a nature trail next to a stream or lake. Look for frogs and other aquatic life. 

12. Do a puppet show together. 

13. Go out for an ice cream cone. 

14. Play memory games like the online Celebrity Simon or Match It. 

15. For older preschoolers, build them a tree house in which to play games, or build a snow fort with 

them in the winter. 

16. Have them help you bake cookies. Let them mix the cookie dough. 

17. Take them to a farm or a petting zoo to observe and pet the animals. 

18. Play house or store with them. Don’t buy a playhouse or store. Create them with a sheet stretched 

over some chairs, or an appliance box. 

19. Go to the beach and spend the say making sand castles. 

20. Play hide-and-seek with them. 

21. Go to the library and let them pick out a few books and read them. 

22. Practice writing out their names with them. 

23. Help them make a card for their parents. 

24. Do a treasure hunt. 

25. Walk along a path or beach collecting rocks or shells. 

25 Creative Things to Do with Your School-age Grandchildren (ages six to eleven) 

1. Learn to downhill ski or water ski. 

2. Teach them how to shoot a BB gun or .22 rifle, or teach them archery. Be sure to include gun-

safety instruction. 

3. Buy a chemistry set and experiment. 

4. Take a river canoeing trip. Teach them how to maneuver using the paddles. 

5. Hike in the woods or mountains or go on a bike ride. 

6. Teach them how to hunt or fish, and then go on a hunting or fishing trip. 

7. Learn horsemanship and ride together. 

8. Visit garage or estate sales in your neighborhood. Teach them monetary values and how to 

discern quality of merchandise.  

9. Teach them how to cook and make a special mean for the family. 

10. Introduce them to wilderness camping by taking an overnight backpacking trip in the woods or 

mountains, or tent camp for a few days or a weekend. 

11. Bird-watch. Identify various birds by sight and sound. 



12. Take a boating safety course. 

13. Play interactive video games (e.g. Wii). 

14. Purchase a couple of inexpe3nsive kites and fly them on a windy day. 

15. Make up humorous stories about the origin of names of cities through which you travel. 

16. Have an ongoing chess competition.  

17. Go to county fairs, carnivals, and circuses. 

18. Plant and tend a flower or vegetable garden. 

19. Share a hobby such as photography, ceramics or knitting. 

20. Attend a sporting event. 

21. Have the sleep over and do a movie night. Watch their favorite movies. 

22. Have them teach you a game and play it. 

23. Build a model ship or airplane. 

24. Learn a sport together. 

25. Teach them their multiplication tables. 

25 Creative Things to Do with Your Adolescent Grandchildren (ages 12 to nineteen) 

1. Teach them to drive a car (with their parents’ permission). 

2. Ask them to help you set up or install software programs on your computer. 

3. Let your granddaughter style your hair. 

4. Take a road trip, just the two of you. Borrow or rent a sports car to make it more exciting.  

5. Shop with them for clothes. 

6. Grow a vegetable garden. Donate or sell the veggies. Or if you are hungry, eat them. 

7. Take a train trip across the U.S. or to a major city. 

8. Rock climb, rappel a cliff, or wall climb. 

9. Go on a mission trip to a third-world country. 

10. Serve in a soup kitchen or homeless shelter. 

11. Design their dream trip, and take it. 

12. Hung big game animals (e.g., deer, bear, antelope, elk, moose). 

13. Spoil your granddaughter at the spa. 

14. Ride the five highest roller coasters in America. 

15. Read through the Bible in one year. 

16. Research and write your family history. 

17. Attend baseball games at every American or National League stadium in the country. Begin with 

those nearest you. 

18. Restore a classic car together and let them drive it when completed. 

19. Attend a concert of their choice. 

20. Attend their favorite university’s basketball or football game. 

21. Have them accompany you on a business trip. 

22. Visit their favorite amusement park. 

23. Spend a week or weekend at a summer cottage or resort. 

24. Visit culturally distinct neighborhoods or communities.  

25. Go river rafting down your favorite river. 
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