
Vicki Caruana’s  
“10 Traits Your Child Needs to Achieve Lifelong Suc cess” 
[Based on her book, Giving Your Child the Excellence Edge] 

 

 
1. Quality Producer: 

Kids must learn how to improve themselves by trying harder & reaching higher than the 
minimum requirement or what’s expected.   Parents model quality for their children 

 
2. Independent Learner: 

A love of learning and “being “teachable” are important life-skills.  Kids won’t learn if 
parents do the work for them; look for opportunities to “let go” and let your kids fly solo 
 

3. Creative Thinker: 
Creativity is the power of imagination — to solve problems and develop new ideas.  Kids 
must be willing to experiment and stand out from the crowd, and not be afraid of rejection 

 
4. Critical Thinker: 

Kids must learn how to think for themselves — to gather & interpret evidence in order to 
support what they believe and why.  In today’s values-neutral world, discernment is 
especially important; kids must learn how to determine right from wrong for themselves 

 
5. Information Manager: 

Today’s information age is often overwhelming.  Kids must learn how to find the 
information they need, organize it, analyze its usefulness, and then synthesize it (ie…what is 
this information telling you?  What new things can you learn from it?) 

 
6. Cooperative Learner: 

Learning how to work well with others is an essential life skill, and this learning starts within 
a family setting.  The world is competitive, but cooperation drives us forward together  

 
7. Effective Communicator: 

Good communication starts with learning how to listen, and parents need this skill as much 
as kids do.  Effective communication involves studying your audience (or child) so that you 
know the best way to communicate with them 

 
8. Confident Leader: 

Effective leaders know how to interact with others and employ their various skills for the 
good of the team.  Leaders know how to love & serve others, and they know how to delegate 

 
9. Efficient Time Manager: 

Kids must learn how to establish routines & priorities — because where we spend our time & 
energy reveals what we value most 

 
10. Self-Assessor: 

Kids must learn how to honestly evaluate themselves — determining their strengths, 
weaknesses, and ways to improve 


