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What a difference six 
years makes. Or four. 
Or even two.

In 2006, Arizona 
ranked among the bottom 10 states 
in voter registration and turnout. 
Though generally considered 
conservative-leaning, it became the 
first state — and is still the only 
one — where voters defeated a 

constitutional amendment defining 
marriage as the union of one man 
and one woman.

In 2008, however, turnout 
increased by more than 700,000, 
and voters approved a retooled 
version of the marriage amendment, 
while sweeping pro-life, pro-family 
majorities into both legislative 
chambers. 

In 2010, the state climbed 
into the top 20 for voter turnout, 
elected a conservative governor and 
swelled the pro-family legislative 
majority to two-thirds in each 
chamber.

And by 2012, dozens of pro-
life and pro-family bills have been 
enacted into law, with still more in 
the pipeline.

What turned the tide so 
dramatically, so quickly? People of 
faith — and a lot of hard work.

In the middle of the effort was 
the Center for Arizona Policy 
(CAP), the state’s family policy 
council, associated with Focus on 
the Family. And at the head of CAP’s 
15-person staff is its president, 
Cathi Herrod.

A self-described “liberal feminist” 
during her college years, Herrod 
today is a veteran pro-family activist 
who grew increasingly concerned 
about developments in the culture 
during her years as a wife and at-
home mom of two now-grown 
children.

“I saw families breaking down 
over the last 30 years,” she told 
Citizen. “I saw that my daughter 
— at age 9 or 11 — could go to 
an abortion clinic, be given birth 
control pills [and] get an abortion.

“As a mother, how could I not be 
active and involved in what’s going 
on?”

Today, Herrod has plenty of 
company.

 
Rallying the Troops

For CAP, what seemingly was 
its lowest point — the 2006 
defeat of the marriage-protection 
amendment — actually was 
the springboard for its greatest 
successes.

“It was a difficult year, but also 
a turning point,” Herrod said. “It 
woke up people in our state. I had 
pastors coming to me saying, ‘Let 
me know what I can do and we’ll 
see that it passes next time.’ ”

And so she did, working with 

Raising Arizona
From the ashes of defeat, arizona activists 
have risen to transform their state into a 
pro-family stronghold.

by Matt Kaufman

Cathi herrod, president of the Center for arizona Policy (right), speaks at a rally in glendale, ariz., on 
Feb. 16, 2012, supporting legislation to block taxpayer funds for Planned Parenthood.
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others to pull together a broad 
coalition of evangelicals, Catholics 
and Mormons to take a stand for 
marriage.

“We had 700 to 800 evangelical 
pastors and church leaders 
come together for a one-hour 
meeting,” she recalled, adding that 
Catholic and Mormon leaders had 
comparably major outreach efforts. 
“It was a coming-together like we 
hadn’t seen before — people of all 
walks of faith uniting for shared 
values.”

“I really think the marriage 
amendment would not have passed 
without CAP’s involvement,” said 
Don Wilson, senior pastor at 
Christ’s Church of the Valley, with 
locations in the Phoenix suburbs of 
Peoria and Surprise. 

“CAP helped organize the pastors 
and made us aware of the problem, 
and they were there to resource 
the church in every way. Where 
CAP has really been a partner with 
the church is making us aware of 
what’s going on and keeping us 
informed so that the church has 
the information where they can 
respond accordingly to the issues 
that are raised.” 

Doug Napier, senior legal 
counsel for the Alliance Defense 
Fund (ADF), which is based in 
Scottsdale, agreed.

“One of the things I really admire 
about CAP and Cathi is they’re driven 
to do what’s right for the people of 
Arizona,” he told Citizen. “Losing the 
marriage amendment was a major 
disappointment, but they got back 
in the saddle, with better messaging 
and communication to the people 
on why it was so important to 
support marriage.”

The marriage amendment itself 
also went through a makeover. The 
2006 version had gone beyond 
defining marriage to also prohibit 
existing domestic partnerships. 
It was attacked for threatening 
cohabiting elderly couples with the 
loss of benefits.

The 2008 amendment, by 
contrast, focused solely on the 
definition of marriage itself: “Only a 
union of one man and one woman 
shall be valid or recognized as a 
marriage in this state.”

“Just the simple definition of 
marriage was what we wanted to 
protect,” Herrod said. “We could 
talk about other issues another 
time.”

It worked. The measure passed 
in 2008 with more than 56 
percent of the vote, and carried an 
impressive 14 out of 15 counties. 
But the victory was even greater 
because the marriage campaign had 
coattails.

“The voters came out to support 
the marriage amendment,” Herrod 
noted. “And while they were at it, 
they elected a pro-life, pro-family 
legislature.”

That was a foundation CAP built 
upon the next time around. In 2010, 
the group estimates its outreach 
effort touched 500,000 people, 
between voter-guide distribution, 
radio advertising, social media and 
a website (AZVoterGuide.com). 

For that and other reasons, the 
Grand Canyon State’s formerly dis-
mal voter participation continued 
to climb in the U.S. rankings. And 
as it did, the pro-family majority 
passed the all-important two-thirds 
level in both chambers. Meanwhile, 
voters elected conservative Gov. Jan 
Brewer, the former secretary of state 
who had taken the office when her 
predecessor, Janet Napolitano, was 
named to head the U.S. Depart-
ment of Homeland Security.

Reaping the Rewards
Over the last three years, CAP 

has made good use of the new 
political landscape. Between 2009 
and 2011, 38 bills the group 
supported have become law, with 
real-world benefits for life, liberty 
and families.

And in CAP’s case, “supported” 
doesn’t just mean “endorsed.” It 

means the group did more than 
its share of the heavy lifting. CAP 
proposed every bill it sponsored 
and did everything it took for those 
bills to become law — research 
and drafting, recruiting sponsors, 
developing talking points, securing 
testimony, counting votes and 
working with the governor’s office. 

Among the first, and most 
important, bills passed in 2009: 
The Abortion Consent Act, 
containing the kind of provisions 
which have been shown to reduce 
abortions elsewhere in the country. 
It required informed consent, 
strengthened parental-consent for 
minors — mandating a notarized 
parental signature — and expanded 
rights-of-conscience protections for 
health care workers, among other 
features.

The law ran into a courtroom 
challenge, but was upheld by 
the Arizona Court of Appeals in 
August 2011. Napier of ADF — 
which helped defend the law in 
court — cited it as an example of 
why his group values its working 
relationship with CAP.

“They’re policy; we’re legal,” he 
said. “We’re a one-two punch. They 
help get the bills passed; we defend 
the laws in court. Together, we’re 
able to achieve victories saving 
thousands of lives.”

Combined with other pro-life 
laws enacted in recent years, this 
makes Arizona’s abortion laws 
among the strongest in the nation. 
Laws doing things, such as: 

• Forbidding partial-birth abor-
tions;

• ending tax-funded insurance 
coverage for government em-
ployees’ abortions;

• requiring an ultrasound before 
an abortion and banning “tele-
medicine” abortions, in which 
a remotely located abortionist 
gives a woman at a clinic in-
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structions on how to use abor-
tifacient drugs;

• ending tax-supported abortion 
training;

• clarifying that the board of 
nursing has no authority 
to allow nurses to perform 
surgical abortions; and

• prohibiting physician assistants 
from prescribing chemical 
abortions.

Collectively, these laws are put-

ting a sizable crimp in the abor-
tion industry. Planned Parenthood 
recently announced it would no 
longer perform surgical abortions 
at eight of its 13 clinics in Arizona.

“Planned Parenthood in Tucson 
had a nurse practitioner performing 
abortions,” Herrod said. “Now the 
law says: ‘No more of that.’ ”

Even symbolic measures have 
offered opportunities for educating 
the public — and touching hearts 
— in ways that help build a more 
pro-life culture. 

“A highlight was the resolution 
thanking pregnancy resource cen-

ters,” Herrod said. “Over 60 preg-
nancy center workers from over 20 
centers were in the [state] House 
and Senate galleries as the resolu-
tions were read, with member after 
member sharing success stories of 
babies saved and women helped.”  

Nor have CAP’s achievements 
been limited to pro-life laws. The 
group has passed dozens of other 
measures on behalf of religious lib-
erty, supporting families and im-
proving education. (See “A String 
of Victories,” left).

Maintaining Momentum
Well aware of how quickly mo-

mentum can turn, CAP staffers 
are working energetically both to 
preserve and to enhance the Leg-
islature’s pro-family consensus and 
to steer more positive policies into 
law.

“Last time, our voter-education 
efforts reached 500,000 people,” 
Herrod said. “This year, our goal is 
to reach 1 million.”

On the legislative front, CAP is 
backing numerous bills, including:

• HB 2036 prohibits abortions after 
20 weeks, and further enhances 
safety and informed-consent rules.

• SB 1365 protects professionals 
from losing their state licenses for 
practicing their faith, and strength-
ens protection for religious organi-
zations that contract with the state.

• HB 2625 expands the defini-
tion of “religious employer” for the 
state’s prescription contraceptive 
coverage exemption, and protects 
employers and employees from 
being forced to pay for possible  
abortifacient contraceptives against 
their religious beliefs.

• SB 1047, recently signed into law, 
doubles the tax credit for donations 
to organizations that award private 
school scholarships, and supports 
funding new scholarships for chil-

In 2011, arizona enacted 
numerous laws promoting 
parental rights, family integrity, 
educational choice and religious 
liberty. among them:

SB 1188 gives preference to 
married couples in adoptions 
when all other factors are equal.
 
SB 1187 grants more time 
for couples considering 
divorce to reconcile. It also 
amends an existing state law 
requiring parents of minor 
children to attend mandatory 
parenting classes by adding 
a component requiring class 
discussions of the impact 
divorce will have on them and 
their children.

HB 2565 protects the freedom 
of religion and the freedom of 
speech for university students 
and student groups.

SB 1282 safeguards churches 
from being forced to register as 
political campaigns when they 
speak out on issues or ballot 
measures.
 
SB 1553 creates a scholarship 
fund for special-needs students 

to go to the school that best 
meets their needs.

HB 2411 strengthens laws to 
require harsher punishment 
for predators soliciting child 
prostitutes.

SB 1453 secures parents’ 
rights in charter schools, and 
requires their permission before 
their children are exposed 
to materials that may be 
inappropriate.

SB 1998 requires a parent’s or 
guardian’s consent for children’s 
immunizations.

The state also passed several 
laws with the potential to rein 
in out-of-control courts. Two 
laws (SB 1472 and SB 1482) will 
give voters more information 
on the records and philosophy 
of judges up for re-election. a 
third (SCR 1001) will appear on 
this fall’s ballot and, if passed, 
will reduce the power of often-
politicized legal groups in judicial 
selection. (For more on that 
topic, see “Courting Justice,” 
January 2012 Citizen, p. 15.)

— Matt Kaufman

A String of Victories
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dren on school waiting lists.
(For updates on the status of 
these bills — most of which were 
unknown as Citizen went to press — 
visit AZpolicy.org/2012bills.)

In something of a backhanded 
tribute to CAP’s success, the group 
has become a frequent target of 
Planned Parenthood’s denunciations. 

According to a recent fundrais-
ing appeal from Planned Parent-
hood Arizona’s political action 
committee, “There is a major ob-
stacle determined to thwart voters 
like you and me. The conservative 
religious political group, the Cen-
ter for Arizona Policy (CAP), just 
experienced its most successful 
legislative session ever.”

Blasting CAP for promoting 
“extreme right-wing laws,” the 
appeal continued: “For CAP, that’s 
huge progress. For CAP, that’s a 
gigantic step forward in restricting 
access to family planning, sexual 

health education and abortion.
“We need your help to stop CAP’s 

assault. Our freedoms and our very 
health and safety are at risk.”

Herrod laughed when asked 
about the fundraising letter.

“Planned Parenthood does this 
all the time,” she said. “My favorite 
line of theirs is that we’re waging 
‘war against women in Arizona.’ 
Excuse me, but I’m a woman in 
Arizona. Planned Parenthood nev-
er acknowledges the many women 
who don’t agree with them.”

Napier, on the other hand, 
makes no bones about it: He’s a 
full-fledged CAP fan.

“CAP has had a great alliance 
with pastors and with other 
organizations, including ADF, to 
get people out to vote — and to 
vote the right way,” he said. 

“Cathi knows the issues, she 
knows the people and she knows 
what’s best for the culture. And 
she’ll give her last breath to make 

sure it happens.”
As for Herrod, she keeps her 

calling in biblical perspective.
“My favorite proverb is ‘The 

horse is prepared for the day of 
battle, but victory belongs to the 
Lord.’ Each of us, as believers in a 
holy God, has a responsibility to be 
prepared for battle,” she said. 

“Each of us can do something to 
help change come to our country 
— talk to our neighbors, educate 
ourselves and others, encourage 
people to vote, something. And 
each of us should know that victory 
is the Lord’s.”  

Matt Kaufman is a contributing editor 
to Citizen.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
To learn more about the Center 

for Arizona Policy, log onto 
AZPolicy.org. To find an associated 
policy council in your area, visit 
CitizenLink.com/State-Groups.
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