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PREPARING FUTURE CITIZENS
The culture is changing. Your children are growing up in a different world than the 
one that formed and shaped your childhood. Behavioral norms and beliefs about 
sexuality, marriage and family that were widely accepted—even a decade ago—are 
challenged today. 

In the face of these changing times,  
it’s tempting to step back and retreat  
in uncertainty�  

It’s easy to become discouraged as we see the erosion of 
Christian values and the stripping away of religious freedoms. 
Yet, as citizens of this nation, we are privileged to have a 
voice and a vote. We are called to move forward and 
engage, especially when our nation needs God’s love 
and truth—now more than ever. 

As a parent who models engaged citizenship for your 
children, you invest in the nation’s present and future. Your 
willingness to bring Jesus Christ into your sphere of influence 
helps train your children to do the same. Your commitment 
to vote your values—choosing between always imperfect 
candidates—provides a steady and faith-filled example for 
the future voters in your family.

It’s never too early to begin impressing the value of good citizenship in the hearts 
and minds of your children. This Family Election Activity Kit provides easy-to-use tools 
and teachable concepts to help you bring home the importance of informed voting and 
engaged citizenship. 

The responsibility to prepare the next generation of citizens is in your hands. And, it’s our 
privilege to come alongside and encourage you in this important duty. 

introduction

We hope this free 

resource will inspire 

you and your family as 

you “connect the dots” 

between the culture, civic 

engagement and your 

family’s Christian values 

in a fun and creative way! 

And don’t forget to join 

in the conversation. Let 

us know how your family 

engages the culture. 

Facebook.com/ThrivingValues



2YOUR FAMILY’S ELECTION ACTIVITY KIT

HEROES OF FAITH
No matter the age or the era, everyone has a hero they admire, look up to or try  
to emulate. Athletes and movie stars are typical cultural icons, but what about  

“Heroes of the Faith”?

Do you have one?

There are many Christians who are being used by God to impact the culture. We’d like 
to introduce you to a remarkable man of God who struggled with either going into the 
priesthood or politics. Yes; it’s true!  He soon learned he could serve God and man—in 
government.

William Wilberforce, an 18th-century advocate for the abolition of the slave trade, is 
often cited as a Christian hero. In fact, the challenges of today’s moral decline and the 
epidemic growth of human trafficking are remarkably similar to those Wilberforce faced. 
With faith, integrity, courage and, most importantly, perseverance, he stood by his God-
given convictions—oftentimes alone.

The late Chuck Colson, who himself has been called a “Wilberforce of our time,” called 
Wilberforce the quintessential example of how Christians can—and should—effectively 
engage the culture and the public square. 

“ There is no one in history who has had more of an influence on my life than 
William Wilberforce. … He was a young man rising in Parliament in the 1780s, 
and then became a very active Christian. He took on the campaign to abolish 
the slave trade because that was the most heinous violation of human rights 
ever. … He made this successful stand and the slave trade was abolished in 
1807. Slavery itself was abolished in 1833, five days before he died. 

“The interesting thing is he never let his focus be just politics. He knew that 
you couldn’t change things with just politics. He famously said, ‘God 
has given me two great objectives: the abolition of the slave trade and the 
reformation of manners.’ He understood that you could end this systemic 

evil; but unless you at the same time worked to change the attitudes and habits and beliefs 
of the people, you weren’t going to solve the problem. He did both. He took on a hundred 
different causes over those next 35 years that he lived. He should be a model for us today as to 
how we engage the public square.”

DISCUSS AS A FAMILY WHO YOUR HEROES OF THE FAITH ARE AND WHY.

“God has given me two great objectives: the abolition of the slave trade 

and the reformation of manners�” —William Wilberforce

just for parents
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“Our Family  
Believes …”

What Does 
Scripture* Say  
About This Issue?

List Actionable Ways 
Your Family Can Live 
This Belief. 

What Is God  
Teaching Us About 
This Cultural Issue? 

Every child should 
have the best chance 
to have a mom and  
a dad.

Genesis 1:27-28 
Deuteronomy 5:16 
Proverbs 23:22

We should protect 
those who can’t 
protect themselves, 
such as preborn 
babies, the elderly  
and sick, the disabled 
and orphans.

Psalm 68:5 
Psalm 82:3-4 
Isaiah 1:17 
James 1:27

We should not take 
advantage of those 
who are already 
disadvantaged.

Exodus 22:22 
Deuteronomy 24:17 
Psalm 82:3

We should work hard 
for our money, not try 
to “get rich quick.”

Ecclesiastes 5:12 
Proverbs 14:23  
Proverbs 28:19-22  
I Timothy 6:6-11

There’s no “safe sex” 
except inside  
a one-man, one-
woman marriage.

Proverbs 6:32-33 
I Corinthians 6:18-20 
Hebrews 13:4

God designed sex for 
a man and a woman 
when they are married  
to each other.

Exodus 20:14 
Matthew 19:4-6 
I Corinthians 7:2-4

Family is the people we 
are related to by birth, 
adoption and marriage.

Ephesians 5:22-6:4 
I Timothy 5:1-8

DEFINING OUR FAMILY’S  
VALUES WORKSHEET
Now that you’ve learned a bit about William Wilberforce and Chuck Colson, try 
this fun—and spiritually profitable—family exercise. By defining your values as a 
family, you prepare your children to navigate often sensitive cultural issues with a 
biblical perspective, as well as equip them to be tomorrow’s citizens. 

PRACTICAL TIP: PLACE THIS IN A 
PROMINENT AREA FOR THE FAMILY  
TO SEE (E.G., REFRIGERATOR DOOR).
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“Our Family  
Believes …”

What Does 
Scripture* Say  
About This Issue?

List Actionable Ways 
Your Family Can Live 
This Belief.

What Is God  
Teaching Us  
About This  
Cultural Issue?

As Christians and Americans, 
we have the duty to be 
engaged in our system of 
government and make our 
voices heard for biblical and 
family values.

Isaiah 42:5-9 
Matthew 5:13-16 
Exodus 18:21 
1 Peter 2:17

God created government  
for the good of citizens.  
We should follow the law  
and pray for those in 
authority over us.

Romans 13:1 
1 Peter 2:13, 14 
Luke 20:22-25

Every child should be able 
to say grace over a meal 
or participate in voluntary, 
student-led prayer while  
at school.

Matthew 19:13 
Philippians 4:6-7 
I Thessalonians 5:17

Every child should be able to 
include “under God” when 
they recite the Pledge of 
Allegiance in school.

Romans 13:1 
Ephesians 1:15-23 
Hebrews 11:3

God created man with a job 
(ruling and subduing the 
earth, even before the Fall) 
and having a productive job 
that provides for your family  
is honorable.

Genesis 1:28 
Colossians 3:17 
I Timothy 5:8 
II Timothy 2:6

God created humans in His 
image. The existence of two 
distinct genders reveals 
God’s design for sexuality, 
marriage and family.

Genesis 1:27 
Genesis 5:2 
Matthew 19:4 
Mark 10:6 
Ephesians 2:10

The institution of marriage is 
a sacred covenant designed 
by God to be a lifelong 
marriage between a man 
and a woman to serve both 
the public and private good.

Genesis 2:20-24 
Deuteronomy 6:6-9 
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 
Malachi 2:15 
Matthew 19:4-6

DIG DEEPER ON THESE ISSUES: Focus on the Family’s Thriving Values™ team specializes in researching, 
analyzing and responding to today’s cultural issues in biblical and winsome ways. We invite you to:  
Visit our dedicated website (FocusontheFamily.com/Socialissues); download our free guides to today’s  
“hot-button” cultural issues (FocusontheFamily.com/PolicyResources); and watch our variety of videos  
(YouTube.com/ThrivingValues). Finally, keep up with all the issues at Facebook.com/ThrivingValues.  
*Scripture references are in English Standard Version (ESV).
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Advocating on your children’s behalf—guarding their innocence, teaching them how to 
stand up against the pressures to conform to the culture and to be “salt and light” in their 
spheres of influence—can be a daunting task for any parent. 

That’s why we want to come alongside you and give you the tools you’ll need to answer 
the tough questions, and to help “connect the dots” in the minds of your children 
between faith, social issues and civic engagment.

WHY BE AN ENGAGED CITIZEN?

One of our last interviews with the late Chuck Colson—founder of Prison Fellowship 
Ministries and the Colson Center for Christian Worldview—explored “why Christians 
should be engaged citizens.” Having served in both politics and ministry, Colson  
provided a unique perspective to the challenges of civic engagement for the Christian 
citizen. His responses (below) address some of the most common misconceptions  
about Christian involvement in society.

1.  I’m just so busy. I don’t have time to even think about politics or public policy.  
“The child they’re raising is going to be shaped not only by their paternal/maternal 
responsibility, but by the culture around us. We are products of both nature and nurture. 
And there’s no way you can have that child, no matter how well you’ve protected them, 
go off to a public school today without having everything that you believe to be sacred 
challenged. So you’ve got to care about what’s going on. I know what it is to be busy and 
work hard, and be preoccupied with things. [But] the same way you need a devotional time 
in the morning, you also need a time when you’re reflecting on what’s going on in the world 
around you and how you can be engaged in it.”  

just for parents

ENCOURAGE YOUR CHILDREN TO BRING THEIR BIBLES TO SCHOOL 
On Thursday, Oct. 6, thousands of students across the nation will share God’s hope 
and celebrate religious freedom by doing something simple, yet profoundly powerful. 
They’ll bring their Bibles to school, and then talk about it with their peers and friends!  
If your child believes in God, this is a perfect opportunity to put their faith into action.
When they sign up, they’ll get a free guide with easy tips on how to get started, 
downloadable posters, sticker and T-shirt designs, information on your legal rights 
—as well as other fun, interactive activities. Learn more at www.BringYourBible.org.

http://www.BringYourBible.org
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2.  So what is the proper role of every Christian? 
“Christians have a duty to be engaged in the political process. The very least we should 
be doing is voting. We should be the best of citizens. We should bring the values of the 
kingdom of God to bear in the kingdom of man.”

3.   What about the so-called “Separation of Church and State”? 
“There are people today saying we Christians shouldn’t be involved with these things 
[public policy and politics], and to just be a faithful presence where we are. That’s bad 
advice. We need to be involved with the world around us, because we live as Christians 
with a worldview which is in conflict with the worldview of the society we live in. We 
should be constantly, winsomely, lovingly pushing Christian truth into the public square.”

4.   What are the most important social policies parents should care about? 
“I think it’s the most important thing going on in America today in terms of policy; to be 
able to take a stand on the major moral issues of the day. Life, family and marriage, and 
religious liberty are the three burning issues. Those are the threshold to all other issues.”

5.  What does being engaged in the culture look like, practically speaking? 
“[It] means voting. It means getting involved in politics. It means arguing before the school 
board. It means all the things Christians should do as citizens. But don’t put your element of 
trust there. Politics has become so big and powerful and controlled by the special interests 
that the only way it’s going to be reformed is the culture. And when you stop to think about 
it, politics is simply a reflection of the values of the culture. You change the culture, you 
will change the politics. If politics is sick, it means the culture is sick, and we Christians 
are responsible for the culture. So get engaged in culture to begin to change the public 
attitudes because that will be reflected ultimately in how the country is changed. I hope 
everybody gets involved and gets active and prays.”

just for parents
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FREE ENCOURAGING RESOURCES

One of the many ways that we as Christians can engage the culture for Christ is to start 
in the home, with our children, by raising them up to be leaders in their own spheres of 
influence. Today’s children are tomorrow’s voices of faith, and we have some great 
resources to help you and your family learn how you can be a part of influencing our 
culture with God’s Word and the love of Jesus Christ.

just for parents

GREAT EVENTS FOR YOUR STUDENTS!
DAY OF DIALOGUE®

Focus on the Family sponsors an annual, free-speech event for students (ages 13 and older) called 
the Day of Dialogue. It helps Christian students carve out a safe place and have an equal opportunity 
to express a biblical viewpoint in a loving and Christ-centered manner—especially when hot-button 
topics, such as homosexuality, gender identity and same-sex marriage, are already being discussed 
and promoted in their public schools. The Day of Dialogue event provides a critical opportunity for 
thousands of thoughtful teens and college students to be able to bring a redemptive perspective to 
the table on some of the most important social issues being addressed on our nation’s campuses. 
Go online to download tailored resources for parents, pastors and students. DayofDialogue.com.

MY VOTE MATTERS

Check out “A Single Vote,” an Adventures in Odyssey® audio drama in which  
Whit tells how a single vote can make a difference. Find it in the “Heroes” album.

Order: http://bit.ly/1XFXXQa

http://DayofDialogue.com
http://bit.ly/1XFXXQa
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CONNECTING THE DOTS: ARE YOU UP TO  
THE CHALLENGE?
Appropriate For: Ages 13+ 
Challenge Level: Easy to Moderate

Test your knowledge about why specific family members believe the way they do.  
With a pencil and this sheet of paper in hand, ask the following four questions: 

Interviewee: Grandparents or Aunts/Uncles Interviewee: Parents

Question: Who did you choose for U.S. president  
the first time you voted? Why? 

Answer:

Bonus Question: If you could go back in time, knowing what you 
know now, would you make the same selection?

Answer:

Question: Which political party best reflected  
your values when you were young? Why? 

Answer:

Bonus Question: Have you always aligned with  
this party? Why?

Answer:

Interviewee: Parents Interviewee: Any Elected Official (local, state or federal)

Question: What are your views on the role of government?  Why? 

Answer:

Bonus Question: Did you always hold this view?  
If not, why not?

Answer:

Question: What is your title?  Briefly describe your 
responsibilities. What motivated you to run for this  
elected position? 

 
Answer:

Bonus Question: What do you hope to accomplish  
while in office?

Answer:

just for teens
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CONNECTING THE DOTS: LEARN ABOUT  
THE POLITICAL PROCESS
Appropriate For: Ages 9-14 
Challenge Level: Easy to Moderate

Test your knowledge by locating select words that reflect our country’s political process. 
Words will be either down or across. Good luck!

BONUS CHALLENGE
Can you find another elected position in the U.S. government?  
(Hint: It starts with the letter P.)

Voter
Legislation
Citizenship
Congress
Civics
Under God
Petition 
Freedoms
Founding Fathers
Ballot

D R Q S G H L M X K L L U I P
T A V C I A E F R E E D O M S
E M Q I B R G C J V H B R G H
B P E T I T I O N L S I L V A
A R T I Z O S Y H A T W R E C
L E P Z O N L O C I V I C S O
L S W E M R A U F Q V F A X N
O I B N E J T R E M F P U L G
T D F S N K I A D Q T S W U R
W E B H A J O H N I D V I N E
F N R I Q U N D E R G O D R S
N T A P I R B X M V O T B R S
I O V E L D G Z A L F E L U K
F T E R U K O O L Y M R C V T
F O U N D I N G F A T H E R S

just for preteens
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CONNECTING THE DOTS: PIN THE TAIL ON 
THE DONKEY (AND ELEPHANT)
Appropriate For: Ages 5-8 
Challenge Level: Easy 

Pin the Tail on the Donkey has been a mainstay  
of birthday parties everywhere. However, this  
version includes a donkey and an elephant— 
the mascots of the two main parties that make  
up our political system.

INSTRUCTIONS:      
 

1. Ask your parents to help you cut out the images  
of the donkey and elephant, found on the  
following pages.

2. Mount the images with removable tape on a wall  
or smooth surface.

3. Blindfold one player and place the tail of one of the animals in their hands.

4. Spin the blindfolded player in circles a few seconds until  
they are a bit dizzy and lose their sense of direction.

5. Ask the blindfolded player to place the tail on the end of the correct animal.  

6. After they place the tail, remove the blindfold.

7. Repeat steps #3-#6 with each additional player. Leave the tails taped wherever  
they’ve been placed until each player has had a chance to play.

8. Determine the winner—whoever has placed the correct tail closest to the correct  
spot on the correct animal. 

SUPPLIES NEEDED:        

 ■ Blindfold(s)
 ■ Scissors 
 ■ Adhesive Tape (preferably double-sided)
 ■ Small prize(s) for the winner (Dollar Store item, piece of gum or candy, etc.)

just for kids



DONKEY CUT-OUT

just for kids



just for kids

ELEPHANT CUT-OUT
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ACTIVITY FOR 0- TO 3-YEAR-OLDS

A very young child won’t understand an abstract concept such as voting. However, here’s 
a simple activity to teach your toddler about the election process.

Line up three kitchen chairs, and place one of your toddler’s three favorite stuffed animals 
on each chair. Tell all your children that you’ll hold an “election” to determine which 
stuffed animal will join the family for dinner.

Give everyone a small square of paper (the secret 
ballot), and have each person vote for one of the three 
choices. Your toddler can draw a simple picture of his 
favorite, or you can jot down his vote.

Collect the ballots, tally the votes, announce the 
winner and pin a paper star to the stuffed animal’s 
chest to make him the winner of the election. Explain 
that in America we have the privilege to vote for our 
leaders, in the same way your family voted for your 
favorite stuffed animal.

FROM GOD’S WORD

To help a child learn to make responsible decisions, 
parents have much to teach through modeling. 

“Follow my example, as I follow the example of Christ.”  
(1 Corinthians 11:1, ESV)

teaching your children why 
christians should vote

DEVELOPMENTAL 
MILESTONES

As you teach about elections, 
consider what’s going on 
developmentally with  
your toddler:

Like the adolescent, the 2-year-old is 
undergoing major changes in his body 
and mind; he is still learning about the 
limits of his power and independence,  
and he tends to feel intensely about 
nearly everything. If he likes something, 
he can be ecstatic about it . . . If he wants 
something and you won’t let him have it, 
you may be shocked by the intensity of 
his reaction.

Taken from the Complete Guide to  
Baby & Child Care, published by Tyndale  
House Publishers Inc. (C) 1997, 2007  
Focus on the Family. 

Order: http://bit.ly/27JxoOp

http://bit.ly/27JxoOp
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ACTIVITY FOR 4- TO 7-YEAR-OLDS
You can help your preschooler or school-age child understand the concept of “majority 
rule”—where we abide by the decision of the majority (even when we disagree).

Reserve a Saturday afternoon for your kids to do an activity of their choosing. The 
choices should have a similar fun quotient, such as: 1. Play at a neighborhood park;  
2. Swim at a local pool; or 3. Go out for ice cream. Note: Choose activities that will  

“split the vote” among your kids.

Have family members vote for their favorite, tally 
the votes and announce the winning activity. One or 
more of your children may be unhappy with the result. 
Empathize with the “losers,” and explain that although 
disappointed, they’ll need to respect the outcome of 
the election.

While you’re enjoying your ice cream (that’s what 
I’d choose), explain that in the United States we 
don’t have a king or dictator who makes decisions 
for us. Instead, we (the people) have the privilege 
and responsibility to sign up to vote and then select 
leaders who represent our values. 

FROM GOD’S WORD

As your kids hear about the coming elections, now is  
a good time to discuss God’s desire for us to submit 
to our country’s chosen leaders. 

“ Everyone must submit himself to the governing 
authorities, for there is no authority except that which 
God has established. The authorities that exist have  
been established by God.”  (Romans 13:1, ESV)

teaching your children why 
christians should vote

DEVELOPMENTAL 
MILESTONES

As you teach your child about 
choices and majority rule, 
consider what’s going on 
developmentally at ages 4-  
to 7-years old: 

Developments in your child’s intellect and 
speech will enable you to communicate 
with him in much more sophisticated 
ways. He will still be intensely curious 
about the world around him and is now 
better equipped to learn about it. More 
important, he will also want to understand 
how you see things both great and 
small and what is important to you . . . 
This wide-eyed openness will not last 
forever. While you will greatly influence 
his thinking throughout childhood, during 
the coming months you will have an 
important window of opportunity to lay 
foundations that will affect the rest of  
his life. 

Taken from the Complete Guide to  
Baby & Child Care, published by Tyndale  
House Publishers Inc. (C) 1997, 2007  
Focus on the Family. 

Order: http://bit.ly/27JxoOp

http://bit.ly/27JxoOp
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ACTIVITY FOR 8- TO 12-YEAR-OLDS
You can use this activity to teach your tween about the democratic process and inspire 
him to help those in need.

Explain that your family will donate money to a ministry or charity. Choose two or three 
charities, and help your tween research each organization’s mission. For example, you 
might look into Compassion International or Samaritan’s Purse. You could also visit a 
church-run food bank. 

Let each family member make a persuasive case for a particular charity, explaining why 
he or she believes that their organization is worthy of your family’s donation. 

After everyone’s “campaign speech,” tell them that 
your family will use the democratic process to decide. 
Have everyone vote for the organization they feel is 
most deserving of the family’s contribution. 

Some family members may be disappointed with 
the election’s outcome. Explain that although an 
organization (or a political candidate) may have fine 
qualities, they may fail to garner enough votes to win. 
Talk about how persuasion can sway the outcome. 
Also point out how citizens have to choose to vote in 
order to have a say in the process.

FROM GOD’S WORD

As your tween grows, continue to teach biblical values 
that inform good decisions, including the choice of 
good leaders. 

“ Love the LORD your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength. These 
commandments that I give you today are to be upon  
your hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about 
them when you sit at home and when you walk along 
the road, when you lie down and when you get up.” 
(Deuteronomy 6:5-7, ESV) 

teaching your children why 
christians should vote

DEVELOPMENTAL 
MILESTONES

As you discuss the democratic 
process with your tween, 
consider what’s happening 
with his mental and emotional 
development:  

Plenty is going on—physical growth, 
maturing emotions, the acquisition of a 
host of intellectual and physical skills, 
the shaping of moral values and, yes, 
the gradual approach to that eventful 
transition to adulthood, known as 
adolescence. All of these changes are 
important and need plenty of parental 
guidance, prayer and input. This is 
not time for Mom and Dad to put their 
parenting skills on autopilot as their child 
cruises through the elementary grades.  

Taken from the Complete Guide to  
Baby & Child Care, published by Tyndale  
House Publishers Inc. (C) 1997, 2007  
Focus on the Family. 

Order: http://bit.ly/27JxoOp
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ACTIVITY FOR 13- TO 18-YEAR-OLDS
Teens are learning about citizenship and democracy at school. As the election 
approaches, it’s also likely that they’ve noticed the avalanche of radio and TV 
commercials advocating for particular candidates.

Ask your teen what they’ve heard about candidates or political parties. Then, explain 
what you know about a certain candidate or political party. Don’t be afraid to state your 
opinion, but support your position with reasonable arguments.

For example, you might say, “We think that Mrs. Smith is the best candidate for governor 
because she believes that people who work hard should be allowed to keep more of their 
own money.” Then explain what taxation is and what percentage of each dollar you earn 
goes to federal, state and local taxes.

You might also say, “I won’t vote for Mr. Green 
because the U.S. Army says he lied about his  
military service. We need to be able to trust our 
political leaders.” 

Talk about the responsibility and privilege of 
voting, and explain how voting is a way to be 
involved in government and culture. Check out 
FocusOnTheFamily.com/Socialissues for more about 
how your involvement in the political process is a 
continuation of your faith. 

Consider taking your children, of all ages, with you to 
your polling place on Election Day. This will show your 
kids that you’re serious about voter responsibility.

FROM GOD’S WORD

Encourage your teen to seek God’s wisdom as  
she embarks on the great responsibility she has  
to influence the political process as well as those 
around her.

“ If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given 
to him.” (James 1:5, ESV)

teaching your children why 
christians should vote

DEVELOPMENTAL 
MILESTONES

With teens, you’re able to 
have in-depth conversations 
about how voting affords the 
opportunity to represent your 
values. Here’s what’s going on 
developmentally: 

Teens tend to find at least one group they 
identify with that provides friendships, 
fun and a sense of identity. Church 
and service organizations, athletics, 
performing arts, academics and even 
political/social activism will bring kindred 
spirits together. Idealism may flourish 
during these years, and commitments 
made to God and basic values can be 
fervent and life-changing. If you share 
one or more of these interests, you can 
cement deep and satisfying bonds with 
your teenager. 

Taken from the Complete Guide to  
Baby & Child Care, published by Tyndale  
House Publishers Inc. (C) 1997, 2007  
Focus on the Family. 

Order: http://bit.ly/27JxoOp

http://bit.ly/27JxoOp
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ENCOURAGING TEENS TO BECOME  
INFORMED VOTERS
In our nation, citizens are granted the extraordinary privilege to vote at age 18. As  
your teen approaches voting age, discuss the importance of being politically and 
culturally engaged.

Talk with your teen about current events and happenings from your community, 
discussing these events from a biblical worldview. Have your teen make a list of seven 
or eight issues that matter to him/her. Then have him/her weigh the candidates based 
on key issues or platforms that the candidates hold or support. Have your teen gather 
information on how each candidate voted in any previous elected position they may have 
held, as well. Visit FocusOnTheFamily.com/Socialissues for information about current events 
and topics related to the election.

Also, TeenPact® Leadership Schools offer four-day classes held at the state capitols of  
38 states. TeenPact students meet officials, interview lobbyists, view campaign 
disclosures, improve their public speaking skills, conduct their own TeenPact legislature 
and analyze public policy from a biblical worldview. Learn more at TeenPact.com. This new 
information may help equip and inform your teen as she becomes a registered voter.

Assist your teen with registering to vote. Each state has its own process, but in recent 
years, states have made voter registration easier. Remember: Some states have a 
registration deadline 30 days before Election Day.

If your teen attends college in a different state, there are two registration options. If she 
is a legal resident of the state where she attends school, she can register and vote in that 
state. If she lives in a dorm, she most likely has residency in her home state (the address 
on her driver’s license) and can vote by absentee ballot.

teaching your children why 
christians should vote

© 2012, 2014, 2016 Focus on the Family
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ENCOURAGING FAMILY RESOURCES

PARENTS

If you want to inspire your family with more everyday heroes of the faith, then you will  
want to subscribe to the award-winning Focus on the Family Citizen® magazine! 

To whet your appetite, we encourage you to download for FREE the April 2016 cover 
story: “Keep the Doors Open for the Gospel” (http://bit.ly/CZApr16ADF). This article offers 
illuminating insight into one of the largest and most successful defenders of religious 
freedom, the Alliance Defending Freedom.

Subscribe to Citizen today! FocusontheFamily.com/CitizenMagazine

7 Men and the Secret of Their Greatness 

“What makes a person truly great? Is it only what they’ve done? Their work and 
accomplishments? Perhaps, as Eric Metaxas discusses in his newest volume,  
7 Men and the Secret of Their Greatness, it’s often what they don’t do that  
makes them worthy of remembrance.

“These men all lived their lives for a greater purpose, laying down their comfort and 
ambitions to follow what they believed was right. In this book you’ll learn more about  
these remarkable men and the faith that drove each of them. In a day when character  
often takes a backseat, their stories will enrich your life, and show you what’s possible 
when one person chooses to follow the path of humility.”

Order today! http://bit.ly/Wilberforce-Colson2  

FOR ADULTS AND GRADUATES

7 Women and the Secret of Their Greatness 

“Eric Metaxas presents the portraits of seven remarkable, faithful women who impacted the 
lives of the people around them in powerful and unique ways. Each of these women—Joan 
of Arc, Susanna Wesley, Hannah More, Maria Skobtsova, Corrie ten Boom, Mother Teresa, 
and Rosa Parks—is an extraordinary example of true womanhood and courage in the face 
of opposition. Discover how they changed the course of history by following God’s call 
upon their lives!”

Order today! http://bit.ly/7women-metaxas

family resources

(http://bit.ly/CZApr16ADF)
http://FocusontheFamily.com/CitizenMagazine
http://bit.ly/Wilberforce-Colson2
http://bit.ly/7women-metaxes
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Amazing Grace: William Wilberforce and the Heroic Campaign to End Slavery  
by Eric Metaxas

“Hero to Abraham Lincoln and an inspiration to the anti-slavery movement in America, 
Wilberforce worked tirelessly for the cessation of slavery in England. In this magisterial 
biography, Metaxas chronicles Wilberforce’s conversion to evangelical Christianity and  
his 20-year battle to abolish the slave trade in the British empire. An extraordinary portrait 
of a true Christian statesman.”

Order today!  http://bit.ly/Wilberforce5    

More On Wilberforce

The Roots of Endurance: Invincible Perseverance in the Lives of John Newton, 
Charles Simeon and William Wilberforce by John Piper. 

Order today! http://bit.ly/1UkXIZk    

FOR ADULTS AND GRADUATES (CONT.)

Bonhoeffer: Pastor, Martyr, Prophet, and Spy by Eric Metaxas. 

“The reception of Eric Metaxas’ Bonhoeffer met with unparalleled, resounding, and 
unexpected success among the Christian community and beyond in 2010. 

“Bonhoeffer gives witness to the extraordinary faith of an incredible human being, while 
also illuminating the tortured fate of a nation he sought to deliver from the evil tyranny  
of National Socialism, and its political party, the Nazi party. The reader will come face-to-
face with a man determined to do the will of God radically, courageously, and even to the 
point of death. They may even find themselves asking: would my own faith provide me this 
kind of courage?”

Order today! http://bit.ly/bonhoeffer1  

God’s Not Dead: Evidence for God in an Age of Uncertainty  
DVD, Pure Flix Entertainment

“A Christian college freshman and his atheist philosophy professor debate the existence of 
God. To pass the course, Josh Wheaton must prove to the class that God is alive. Putting 
his relationships and his future on the line, will Josh be able to support his beliefs? Court 
is now in session! Starring Kevin Sorbo (Hercules), Shane Harper (High School Musical 
2), Dean Cain (Lois & Clark: The New Adventures of Superman) and David A. R. White 
(Jerusalem Countdown). Dove approved (12+).” Rated PG. Approx. 120 minutes.’”

Order today! http://bit.ly/GodNotDeaddvd 

Also available: Student DVD set, Adult small group DVD set, Church kit, etc.    

family resources

http://bit.ly/Wilberforce5
http://bit.ly/GodNotDeaddvd
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Amazing Grace  
DVD, Fox Faith, 2007

“From acclaimed director, Michael Apted, tells the inspiring story of how one man’s passion 
and perseverance changed the world. Based on the true-life story of William Wilberforce 
(Gruffudd), a leader of the British abolition movement, the film chronicles his epic struggle 
to pass a law to end the slave trade in the late 18th century. Along the way, Wilberforce 
meets intense opposition from members of Parliament who feel the slave trade is tied to 
the stability of the British Empire. Several friends, including Wilberforce’s minister, John 
Newton (Finney), a reformed slave ship captain who penned the beloved hymn “Amazing 
Grace,” urge him to see the cause through.” Rated PG. Approx. 111 Minutes. 

Order today! http://bit.ly/Wilberforce8 

Some of DVD Special Features included: Audio Commentary with Director Michael Apted and Ioan Gruffudd; How Sweet the Sound: 
The Story of Amazing Grace – Documentary; Finding Freedom; Interactive Discussion Tools and Study Guides   

Doing The Right Thing: Making Moral Choices In a World Full of Options  
DVD, Chuck Colson, Prof. Robert George, Brit Hume

“A six-session, video-based study from author, speaker, and radio commentator Chuck 
Colson—examining how ethical and character issues relate to your life at home, school, 
and the workplace. Panel discussions, interviews, and live student questions guide the 
stimulating dialogue. Each session consists of approximately thirty minutes of video and 
thirty minutes of discussion. Approx. 195 minutes.”

Sessions: 

1. “How did we get into this mess?” 2. “Is there truth, a moral law we all can know?”  
3. “If we know what is right, can we do it?” 4. “What does it mean to be human?”  
5. “Ethics in the marketplace.” 6. “Ethics in public life.”

Order today! http://bit.ly/DTRTdvd  

Also available: participant guide, e-book, paperback.  

Bonhoeffer: The Cost of Freedom, “Focus on the Family Radio Theatre”  
by Dietrich Bonhoeffer

“Bonhoeffer: The Cost of Freedom is the true story of an unlikely hero—a theologian and 
pacifist who finds himself risking everything to battle against the tyranny of Nazi Germany. 
It captures the tense moral conflict of a man at odds between loyalty to his country and 
his Christian faith. At what cost will Dietrich Bonhoeffer stand against Hitler and the Third 
Reich? Dramatic audio theatre brings this story to life.”

Order today! http://bit.ly/bonhoeffer2    

FOR THE FAMILY

family resources

http://bit.ly/Wilberforce8

