
Bring Your Bible to School Day
On Thursday, October 8!

© 2015 Focus on the Family

Sponsored by Focus on the Family

teen edition
TM

Th
e 

m
od

el
s 

in
 th

is
 c

ur
ric

ul
um

 a
re

 u
se

d 
fo

r 
ill

us
tr

at
iv

e 
pu

rp
os

es
 o

nl
y.



On Thursday, October 8!

What Happens:  On this day, thousands of 
students across the country will share God’s hope 
and celebrate their religious freedoms by doing 
something simple, yet powerful—bring their Bibles 
to school and talk about God’s love with friends!

What It’s All About:  This event is for students 
and is sponsored by Focus on the Family. The 
event was created to empower you to express 
your belief in the truth of God’s Word—and to do 
so in a respectful way.   

Students from kindergarten all the way up to 
the college level can participate!

WHAT’S IN THIS GUIDE:

Watch:
Coming Soon to a School Near You

The Bible!

In the following pages, you’ll find:

   Easy-to-use steps to participate (Page 7)
     Fun, downloadable free-speech tools (posters, invitation fliers, Conversation Cards, sticker and T-shirt designs!) (Page 12)

     Cool graphics and others tools for sharing  on Facebook®, Twitter® and Instagram® (Page 10) 
     Videos, interactive quizzes and encouraging verses you can share with friends! 

     Bible-knowledge quiz/tips for responding  to challenges about your beliefs (Page 11)
   “Pass the Verse Forward” Challenge (Page 18) 
    Information on your legal rights to  participate (Page 8) 

    A Bring Your Bible checklist—and more!  (Page 19)

Bring Your Bible to School Day
TM
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In the Bible, it’s often young people who lead 
the way for the rest of their culture by providing 
an example of spiritual boldness and taking a 
courageous stand for their belief in God. We see 
this in the books of Daniel and Esther, which tell 
the stories of a young man and woman who, 
despite their youth, had the courage to share 
God’s truth and love with an unbelieving culture. 
Their action had a huge impact—even on 
nonbelievers—for generations to come. 

As a student, you have a unique opportunity to 
be a cultural and spiritual leader—a modern-day 
Daniel or Esther—right where you live and in 
the school you attend simply by participating in 
Bring Your Bible to School Day! 

How Can You Have an Impact?

The New Testament also speaks to

mark your 

calendar 

today:

the difference 
you can make:

“Don’t let anyone look down on you because you are young, but set an example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and in purity.”
I Timothy 4:12     

october
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The quickest way to lose our religious freedoms—
and ultimately lose our freedom to share about 
God’s love—is to stop using our constitutional free-
speech rights. Like a muscle, we need to exercise 
our rights to talk about God and His Word, even 
though at times we may feel intimidated or afraid.

CONSIDER THESE  
REAL-LIFE EVENTS  
THAT HAPPENED  
TO STUDENTS:  

Banning the 
Bible in Class?

For Christmas, his church 
gave him a Bible, and 
it became his favorite 
book. So Giovanni Rubeo 

brought it with him to class to read during a free-
reading period. But according to news reports, the 
teacher had him come up to her desk and then, 
in front of the class, left a message for his parent 
explaining that she noticed he had a “religious 
book” and he was not “permitted to read 
those books” in her classroom.

why should you care?

Discuss: What Would You Do? 
How would you speak up for your 
free-speech rights to read the Bible 
during free time, while also being 
respectful and showing Christ’s love?

Here is how Giovanni responded: 
He got help from his family and they 
talked to legal experts. The media also 
got involved and wrote stories about 
what happened.  Giovanni and his dad 
pointed out that, as a student, he had 
the religious freedom to read his 
Bible during a time when the teacher 
allowed other students freedom in 
choosing books to read—and the 
school eventually agreed!

WATCH: Giovanni 

tells his story
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Discuss: How can you be salt? 

Why do you think Brooks felt it 
was important to quote the  
Bible? What are some ways you 
feel God might be putting on 
your heart to “be the salt of  
the earth” where you live and  
in the school you attend?

Be Strong and Stand for  
Your Convictions

Brooks Hamby, a senior high school student in 
California, learned that he had earned the honor 
of being class salutatorian. That meant he was 
expected to give a speech during the graduation 
ceremony. But when he wrote the speech 
and made it clear he wanted to talk about his 
Christian faith, school officials rejected it. In fact, 
they rejected three different versions of Brooks’ 
speech. One official even marked out sections  
of his speech with a black marker. 

Brooks stood up for his rights in a 
respectful manner. He submitted 
yet another version of his speech, 
and then shared his experience  
at graduation.

In closing, Brooks said: 
“So I will leave you with this, with a 

quote from the biggest, best-selling 

book of all time in history. ‘You are 

the salt of the earth, but if the 

salt loses its saltiness, how can it be 

made salty again?… it is no longer 

good for anything …’ Be the salt of 

the earth…be strong and stand for 

your convictions.”

Modern-Day Daniel!  

Watch Brooks’ speech
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Think about how Giovanni’s and Brooks’ actions 
inspired other students in their schools to speak up 
for their beliefs and consider how God cares about 
their lives. What would have happened if these two 
students didn’t stand up for their religious freedom? 
And what would have happened if other students 
could have come alongside them by participating 
in an event like Bring Your Bible to School Day?

THat’s where YOU come in! By participating in this 
event—whether as just one student or with a group 
of students or a Christian club—you can not only 
have a redemptive impact in your school, but you 
can also help encourage other students of faith who  
may feel isolated.

Stand for students’ rights. Simply by bringing 
your Bible to school and expressing your faith, 
you are helping to protect religious freedoms 
for other students.

Share God’s hope.  By exercising your freedom 
to read the Bible and talk about it, you can 
express God’s love and help others experience 
the redemptive power of knowing that their 
Creator cares about their lives!

Be an example. If you pay any attention to the 
news, you know that a lot of adult, Christian 
leaders have come under fire for their beliefs 
lately. As a young person, you can be a 
powerful example and help change things for 
the better—just like I Tim. 4:12 talks about!

Live your faith: The Bible talks about how the 
Word of God is powerful for changing lives 
(Heb. 4:12; Is. 55:10-11). This event helps you 
live out those verses!

Pump up your brain power!  In addition to 
providing life-changing spiritual guidance for 
our lives, the Bible is an extremely important 
historical document that is cited in many 
influential pieces of literature. So if you really 
want to be a knowledgeable person, it’s 
important to know all about the Bible!  

your role

5 reasons to get involved

“For the word of God is living  and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to  the division of soul and of spirit …and discerning the thoughts  and intentions of the heart.” 

Hebrews 4:12
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SHARE THIS GUIDE  
with your friends and youth group 
leaders so they can support your 
efforts and stay up to date on  
Bring Your Bible to School Day!

Friends can sign up here:  
BringYourBible.org

Bring Your Bible to School Day

On Thursday, October 8!

© 2014 Focus on the FamilySponsored by Focus on the Family

teen edition
1 Share the guide

3 notify your school

SHARE YOUR THOUGHTS  
with other participants on  

our Bring Your Bible Facebook®, 
Twitter® and Instagram® pages! 

2
join the conversation

LET SCHOOL OFFICIALS 
KNOW in advance that you 
plan to pass out the cards 
and display posters. Find out 
what the proper procedures 
are and make sure you 
follow them.

steps to get started

Watch:
Brytney’s story
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know your rights
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When students are 
told that they can’t read the 
Bible at school or reference God during a 
speech or in a homework assignment, often 
the reason given is that the school must 
maintain “separation of church and state” or 
it might violate the “Establishment Clause.” 

But that’s just not correct.  The fact is, 
students are not the same as the “state” or 
“government” or even the public school. 
As long as the student is acting voluntarily, 
based on his or her own free will, the 
student is a private individual and is not 
speaking for the “state” or government-
funded school—and then the student has 
constitutional rights to express a personal, 
faith-based viewpoint. Students also have 
the religious freedom to pray or read 
the Bible—as long as these activities are 
student-initiated and not done in a way 
that interferes with academic instruction.

As for the “Establishment Clause,” this 
portion of the U.S. Constitution prohibits 
government from making laws that 
establish an official religion. This is not 
the same as students talking about or 
reading their Bibles during free time. All 
the same, it’s important to be prepared 
to respond in a respectful manner in case 
you are challenged during Bring Your Bible 
to School Day. Below are some helpful 
resources.

This memo from Alliance 

Defending Freedom, a national 

legal group that defends 

Christian students, explains your 

rights to participate in Bring Your 

Bible to School Day. Download it 

and take it with you to school 

in case you need to share it with 

school officials.

Print the memo!

be ready!

click the image
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Dos and Don’ts  
for Students 

CLICK HERE to get more tips 
on what to do—and what not 
to do —during Bring Your Bible 
to School Day! 

get fast facts!  
Want to know more about your 
legal rights? CLICK HERE.

Test Your Knowledge— 
Do You Know Your Rights? 

Share the quiz  
with friends! 
Do you know what your rights are 
in public schools when it comes to 
expressing your religious beliefs, 
reading the Bible or praying?
Take this quiz to find out.

Start noW!

Did you know? 
You have the right to use the Bible in 

a classroom assignment as long as it’s 

relevant to the subject the assignment is 

addressing and used in a way that meets 

the requirements. 

Get Legal Help: 
Do you feel like your religious-
freedom rights may not have 
been respected at school? 

COMPLETE THIS ONLINE FORM, 
OR CALL 1-800-TELL-ADF
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TIP: Use the 
#BringYourBible 
hashtag to help 
spread the word 
nationwide!

5 start the conversation

... Online! 
Want to be a part of building 
the buzz and getting the word 
out across the nation? Just 
follow these five easy steps!

Post your favorite Bible verse, 
using the #BringYourBible 
hashtag on Twitter®, Facebook® 
and Instagram®! CLICK HERE 
for scripture ideas!

 5 Fun Ways to Build the Buzz

Use the “Tell a Friend” page 
on BringYourBible.org to 
share Twitter®, Facebook® or 
Instagram® posts with friends. 
It’s easy—just pick your favorite 
image or message and click 
“share”!CLICK HERE TO SHARE

On Facebook® TBTs (Throwback 

Thursdays), post a picture of you 
when you were little with your 
Bible—or post a pic of one of 
your first Bibles. 

Join the Bring Your Bible 

Facebook® Event and invite 
your friends—and your 
Christian-club and youth-
group members—to join 
the big day! 

Don’t be 

afraid to 

“be your 

selfie”—

share a pic 
of you with 

your Bible!  Don’t forget to 
use the #BRINGYOURBIBLE 
hashtag. (You can also do a 
“groupfie” with family and 
friends with their Bibles!)

Jacob, Bring Your Bible participant
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prepare to share
6

DON’T FORGET THE MOST IMPORTANT PART  
OF THIS EVENT—BRINGING YOUR BIBLE— 
and preparing to discuss it with friends. Consider 
bringing a free Bible to give as a gift to a friend. It’s 
also helpful to refresh yourself on Bible knowledge! 
Use the activities on the following pages:

Get the facts
5 Evidences the Bible Is True

Click here!

Take Our Bible Challenge
Do you know that the Bible is the 
best-selling book of all time?   
Take this quiz to test your knowledge 
of the Bible’s influence on our culture 
—and then share with friends.

Start quiz now!

why do you believe in the bible? 
What if a classmate challenges—or even ridicules— 
your belief in the Bible? GET TIPS on grace-filled 
responses to common challenges. 

Don’t just bring it—read it!
Do you check in with your Bible as much as you do 
your cellphone? Read THE BIBLE VS. THE IPHONE

“Do your best to present 

yourself to God as one 

approved, a worker who has 

no need to be ashamed, rightly 

handling the word of truth.”    

                     2
 Timothy 2:15
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Print stickers
CLICK HERE  
to use these  
free designs!TO HELP MAKE IT AN 

ENGAGING EVENT, USE 

THESE DOWNLOADABLE, 

FREE-SPEECH TOOLS:

Make t-shirts

CLICK HERE  to  

access this fun design.

express your perspective!

7

“The book to read is not the 
one which thinks for you, 
but the one which makes you 
think. No book in the world 
equals the Bible for that.”

Harper Lee, author of  
To Kill a MockingbirdHarper Lee being awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom
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On the following pages, you will find materials 

you can print at home to use for your event. 

verse cards

Encourage your friends 
with this “pass it on” Bible 
verse activity!

more free-Speech Tools!

TIP: Don’t forget to let your school officials know about 
your plans to put up posters and distribute Conversation 
Cards and fliers!

OCTOBER 8, 2015

BRING YOUR BIBLE

TO SCHOOL DAY
TM

LEARN MORE AT  BRINGYOURBIBLE.ORG

“let your light shine”
  Matthew 5:16

#BringYourBible

OCTOBER 8, 2015

BRING YOUR BIBLE

TO SCHOOL DAY
TM

LEARN MORE AT  BRINGYOURBIBLE.ORG

“let your light shine”
  Matthew 5:16

#BringYourBible

Use to let others know about the 
upcoming event. A non-dated version 
of the poster with space for writing in an 
alternative date is included—in case the 
official event date conflicts with something 
already scheduled at your school.  
CLICK HERE FOR ONLINE ACCESS.

Posters PAGES 15 & 16

You can make copies 
and cut these out before 
Bring Your Bible to School 
Day. Then you can plan 
to distribute the cards 
before and after class (in 
a way that won’t disrupt 
instruction time).  
CLICK HERE FOR  
ONLINE ACCESS.

Conversation Cards

What Do You Think?
What if there is a God who cares so much about each of us that He gave us a personal message of hope? 
I brought my Bible to school with me today because I believe that this is true—that God does exist, that He loves us, and that He wants to have a relationship with us. I believe that this message is found in the Bible, which talks about how God sent His son, Jesus Christ, to this earth to give His life for people like you and me.

I also believe that one of the main things that makes our country great is the constitutional freedom we have to voluntarily talk about God. That’s why I’m participating in “Bring Your Bible to School Day”—because I want to celebrate our religious freedom! 

BringYourBible.org

Bring it. Share it. Live it.TM

Want to know more about this? 
Let’s talk about it!

#BringYourBible

What Do You Think?
What if there is a God who cares so much about each of us that He gave us a personal message of hope? 
I brought my Bible to school with me today because I believe that this is true—that God does exist, that He loves us, and that He wants to have a relationship with us. I believe that this message is found in the Bible, which talks about how God sent His son, Jesus Christ, to this earth to give His life for people like you and me.

I also believe that one of the main things that makes our country great is the constitutional freedom we have to voluntarily talk about God. That’s why I’m participating in “Bring Your Bible to School Day”—because I want to celebrate our religious freedom! 

BringYourBible.org

Bring it. Share it. Live it.TM

Want to know more about this? 
Let’s talk about it!

#BringYourBible
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What if there is a God who cares so much about each of us that He gave us a personal message of hope? 
I brought my Bible to school with me today because I believe that this is true—that God does exist, that He loves us, and that He wants to have a relationship with us. I believe that this message is found in the Bible, which talks about how God sent His son, Jesus Christ, to this earth to give His life for people like you and me.

I also believe that one of the main things that makes our country great is the constitutional freedom we have to voluntarily talk about God. That’s why I’m participating in “Bring Your Bible to School Day”—because I want to celebrate our religious freedom! 

BringYourBible.org

Bring it. Share it. Live it.TM
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Let’s talk about it!

#BringYourBible

What Do You Think?
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I brought my Bible to school with me today because I believe that this is true—that God does exist, that He loves us, and that He wants to have a relationship with us. I believe that this message is found in the Bible, which talks about how God sent His son, Jesus Christ, to this earth to give His life for people like you and me.

I also believe that one of the main things that makes our country great is the constitutional freedom we have to voluntarily talk about God. That’s why I’m participating in “Bring Your Bible to School Day”—because I want to celebrate our religious freedom! 

BringYourBible.org

Bring it. Share it. Live it.TM

Want to know more about this? 
Let’s talk about it!

#BringYourBible

PAGE 14

OCTOBER 8, 2015
OCTOBER 8, 2015

LEARN MORE AT  

BRINGYOURBIBLE.ORG

LEARN MORE AT  

BRINGYOURBIBLE.ORG

“let your light shine”

  Matthew 5:16

“let your light shine”

  Matthew 5:16

#BringYourBible

#BringYourBible

you’re invited!

Bring your bible to sch
ool dayTM you’re invited!

Bring your bible to sch
ool dayTM

Want to invite friends 
to participate before 
the event? Use these 
invitation fliers! 
CLICK HERE FOR 
ONLINE ACCESS.

fliers PAGE 17

PAGE 18
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What Do You Think?
What if there is a God who cares so much about each 
of us that He gave us a personal message of hope? 

I brought my Bible to school with me today because I believe 

that this is true—that God does exist, that He loves us, and 

that He wants to have a relationship with us. I believe that 

this message is found in the Bible, which talks about how 

God sent His son, Jesus Christ, to this earth to give His life 

for people like you and me.

I also believe that one of the main things that makes our 

country great is the constitutional freedom we have to 

voluntarily talk about God. That’s why I’m participating 

in “Bring Your Bible to School Day”—because I want to 

celebrate our religious freedom! 

BringYourBible.org
Bring it. Share it. Live it.TM

Want to know more about this? 
Let’s talk about it!

#BringYourBible
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God sent His son, Jesus Christ, to this earth to give His life 

for people like you and me.

I also believe that one of the main things that makes our 

country great is the constitutional freedom we have to 

voluntarily talk about God. That’s why I’m participating 

in “Bring Your Bible to School Day”—because I want to 

celebrate our religious freedom! 

BringYourBible.org
Bring it. Share it. Live it.TM

Want to know more about this? 
Let’s talk about it!

#BringYourBible
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Take the Challenge:  
Pass the Verse Forward!

On Bring Your Bible to School Day—or another day 
that same week—you and your friends can organize 
a “pass it on” or “pay it forward” type of activity 
using the scripture verse cutouts on this page.  You 
can challenge each other  to give at least one of 
these encouraging verses to a classmate—and then 
ask the classmate who receives it to then “pass the 
verse forward” to someone else, and so on—so that 
eventually the verses will be shared and discussed 
among lots of students at your school.

Student Tip: Make sure you only 
share the scripture cards in a way 
that doesn’t interfere with school 
instruction time—giving them out 
before or after class, or during 
free-time periods.

“Come to me, all who labor … and I will 

give you rest … learn from me, for I am 

gentle and lowly in heart, and you will 

find rest for your souls.” 

Matthew 11:28-29

bringyourbible.org

“The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and 

saves the crushed in spirit.” 

Psalm 34:18

bringyourbible.org

“For God so loved the world, that he gave 

his only Son, that whoever believes in him 

should not perish but have eternal life.”

john 3:16

bringyourbible.org bringyourbible.org

“He gives strength to the weary and increases 

the power of the weak. Even youths grow 

tired and weary... but those who hope in the 

Lord will renew their strength.”  

Isaiah 40:29-31
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Now that you’ve seen the steps and free-speech 

tools, here’s a quick way to review. You can take 

this page out, or print it, and put it on your fridge 

or another place in your house to help you and your 

family prepare for the big day!

Bring Your  
Bible Checklist

THREE OR FOUR WEEKS BEFORE…
Show & Tell

Share this guide with friends, family, youth leaders and invite friends to join you on October 8 for Bring Your Bible to School Day. 
Talk to your church and youth leaders about announcing the event (sample announcements are in the free Parent/Pastor guide).

Tweet, Post and Like
Join our national event on Facebook® and invite friends/family. 

Check out BringYourBible.org and get involved in the conversation via Facebook®, Twitter®, and Instagram®.

Notify Your School
Be sure to notify your school about your plan to bring your Bible and put up posters, share stickers and pass out fliers (if you have trouble getting permission, look at our “Your Rights” section on Page 8).

ONE OR TWO WEEKS BEFORE…
Fliers, Posters, Stickers and T-shirts
You can hand out your fliers and put up posters in school (use the posters in this guide or find them at BringYourBible.org). Print out stickers and craft t-shirts for the event!

 

 
 

Build a Buzz

Share the event using our Bring Your Bible  “Tell a Friend” posts! (see Page 10 for more social networking tips)

Review “Your Rights” (Page 8)
Don’t Forget Church!
Remind your youth pastor and/or Christian  club leader to announce the event.

DAYS BEFORE…
Pray with Friends/Family for the event.
Post fun videos on social media.  (found at BringYourBible.org)

Print Bring Your Bible legal memo.  (Page 8)

Cut out Conversation Cards.  (found in this guide on Page 14 or online)

DAY OF THE EVENT…
BRING YOUR BIBLE!
T-shirt & Stickers can be worn today!
Hand out Conversation Cards before/after class.

Read & Share your Bible with friends during free time and lunch.
Have FUN! Thousands of teens across the nation will be joining you.
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https://www.facebook.com/events/439713886209289/
http://www.bringyourbible.org
http://bringyourbible.org/tell-a-friend/
http://bringyourbible.org/tell-a-friend/
http://www.bringyourbible.org


be encouraged!
You can be excited about the fact that when 
you share biblical truth with your friends, you 
will have redemptive impact—even if you don’t 
immediately see it. The Bible promises that God’s 
Word never returns void (Isaiah 55:11).

So be encouraged that your heavenly Father is 
strengthening you. Also remember that national 
groups like Focus on the Family and the 
Alliance Defending Freedom are supporting 
your efforts. You are not alone!

now what?

KEEP THE CONVERSATION GOING!
… by doing the “Pass the Verse Forward” 
Challenge! (Page 18)

STUDENT BLOG: GOD HAS NOT  

GIVEN US A SPIRIT OF FEAR   
How has the Word of God changed  
your life? CLICK TO READ

STAY TUNED
Focus on the Family continues to roll out new 
resources and events for students. Watch your 
email and our Facebook® page for updates.

SHARE WITH US
Let us know  
about your plans  
and how your  
event goes.

click here!

October 8, 2015  @BRingyourbible

*All Bible quotes from ESV and NIV.

“for God gave us a spirit not 

of fear but of power and 

love and self-control.”

2 Timothy 1:7

“That which was from the beginning, which 

we have heard, which we have seen with 

our eyes, which we have looked at, and 

have touched with our hands, concerning 

the Word of life … we are writing these 

things so that your joy may be complete.” 

I John 1:1-4
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