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Dear Friend:

May is the month we celebrate Mom! In the Daly household this usually means taking Jean out for 
a nice Mother’s Day brunch after church on Sunday, along with several servings of heartfelt words of 
appreciation and maybe a few cards and flowers. Now that our boys are older, it’s fun to watch them 
plan and shop for their mom. Trent and Troy can take their own initiative to show her their love and 
appreciation. It’s amazing how even the toughest and most stoic of sons can turn all mushy when it 
comes to Mother’s Day.

Of course, we should let the moms in our lives know how much they are loved and valued on a 
regular and consistent basis. And it’s also important that we remember those for whom Mother’s Day 
brings regret or sorrow, such as the painful impact of a decision to end a child’s life in abortion. 

This month our ALIVE FROM NEW YORK event revealed life in the womb to the world through 
a live ultrasound right in Times Square. Thousands attended, both those who believe in the sanctity 
of life and also some who are pro-choice. We pray that their hearts were stirred. The event was part 
of our SEE LIFE CLEARLY campaign that we began three months ago in response to legislative 
proposals designed to take away abortion restrictions. Through this campaign, friends like you are 
saving lives and preventing mothers from making a decision that will haunt them every Mother’s Day 
the rest of their lives.  

In addition to the live event, your support is equipping more pregnancy medical clinics with 
ultrasound machines, resources, and nurses’ sonography training to help mothers considering abortion 
see their babies and choose life! Please keep this ongoing effort in your thoughts and prayers this 
Mother’s Day. 

Others may experience sadness this Mother’s Day because of broken relationships or the absence of 
a mom in someone’s life. I can certainly relate to that. I had a wonderful relationship with my own 
mom, but it was cut short. She succumbed to cancer when I was just 9 years old. Up to that point, 
she had been my greatest source of stability after my dad abandoned our family when I was only 5.  
I can still remember the last time I saw her. She was lying in her hospital bed, weak and frail, but still 
managed to give me an encouraging smile when my siblings brought me to visit her. A few days later, 
she was gone.

Because of that, I missed out on many of the “mom moments” that some people take for granted. I 
didn’t see her face in the audience when I graduated from high school. I didn’t get to walk her down 
the aisle when Jean and I got married. And my boys never got the chance to call her “Grandma.” 
Even so, I’m incredibly thankful for the years I had with her. When I close my eyes, I can still picture 
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her face and almost feel the warmth of her smile. God used her to shape my life in so many ways.

It would be impossible to quantify the impact that a mom has on her kids’ lives. But that hasn’t 
stopped some people from trying! Every year, Salary.com estimates what an “average” mom might 
earn if she were actually paid for her work. Last year, in the company’s own words, “We selected a 
handful of jobs like accountant, coach, event planner, teacher and nurse that reflect a day in the life 
of a Mom… and uncovered that the median annual salary of a mother is $162,581—rising nearly 
$5,000 from our 2017 calculations.” If you ask me, that salary is too low!

I can think of so many roles that moms routinely play that people often don’t even think about.

In fact, while lists like this illuminate the numerous hats moms are required to wear on a regular 
basis, they don’t capture the deeper spiritual significance of motherhood. It’s not an exaggeration to 
suggest that being a mom is a holy calling. Motherhood is a rich metaphor used throughout Scripture 
to describe God’s care for the church and the community of believers for one another. For example, 
David compares God’s nurturing love to that of a mother (Psalm 131:1-3) and the book of Isaiah tells 
us that God comforts us like a mother (Isaiah 66:13). God protects us like a mother bear (Hosea 13:8) 
and gathers us to Him as a mother hen (Luke 13:34). 

It’s obvious from these examples that as mothers nurture, protect, and love their families, they are 
giving us a tangible glimpse of the heart of God Himself. What a gift!

Even in the most stable situations, though, motherhood isn’t easy. Just ask anyone who’s been a mom! 
That’s why it is a blessing that your support helps Focus on the Family strengthen and encourage 
moms in the vital tasks they face each day.

One of the primary ways we do that is through the Focus on the Family Broadcast. Over the  
years we’ve welcomed a wide range of moms and motherhood experts to join us behind the 
microphone. If you’re a mom, no matter at what stage, I hope you’ll visit our online store at  
FocusOnTheFamily.com/FreeBroadcast and search for titles on motherhood and parenting. 
These broadcasts—and hundreds more on other family topics—are available to download for FREE!

In addition to the broadcast, we offer a broad range of digital and printed content to help moms 
thrive, from blogs and article series to podcasts and even our online 7 Traits of Effective Parenting 
Assessment (www.focusonthefamily.com/promos/seven-traits), which gives both moms and 
dads the chance to look at their strengths as well as possible areas for improvement.

As a result, we often hear from moms who have benefited from Focus on the Family’s efforts to lift 
them up and support them in the high calling of motherhood. Here are just two examples:

My husband and I married and had our only son late in life, after my mother had passed away. When 
our son became old enough to discuss things with me, I found myself missing my mom more than ever. I 
wanted to tell her the things he did and said. Was he behaving like any other kid? Was I responding in 
a godly way? How could I respond better? I longed for godly advice that I could trust. One day while 
listening to Focus, I heard the announcer say again that counselors were available. I called and made 
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an appointment. I told the counselor about all my doubts and fears; how much I loved my son and 
wanted to be the best mom I could. She listened. The guidance she gave me was based on Scripture and 
at the end of our conversation, she prayed with me. As we prayed, I realized that I felt like I’d had a 
conversation with my mom! I know that the Lord used the counselor to calm my heart and satisfy a 
longing, as only He could. –Sarah, California

Focus on the Family has been such a blessing to me and my husband as we raised our three children. I 
listened to your podcast in the summer of 2000 and heard Fern Nichols, the founder of Moms In Touch, 
or Moms In Prayer, as it is now called. I remember feeling so desperate for God to move in my daughter’s 
life, as she was so far from God. After listening to the broadcast, I felt God nudging me to check this 
prayer ministry out. What a blessing! We started our moms’ prayer group the fall of that year. I have to 
tell you that God heard our prayers for our children and their schools. This was the start of a journey in 
corporate prayer and in my own prayer life with God. Our little group still meets once a week, and our 
children are growing, now with children of their own. Our daughter, who was struggling back then, came 
back to God, and she and her husband even spent a couple of years in the Middle East as missionaries 
with their two children. I know that God hears the prayers of His people and the prayers of moms. 
Thank you for having Fern Nichols on that day back in 2000. –Donna, Texas

Focus on the Family resources are here for you and moms like these because of your continued 
support. Will you give today to ensure that we are here for moms in the throes of parenthood,  
as well as frightened moms who are considering abortion? Your most generous gift will support 
efforts like our daily broadcast, counseling resources, print and online materials, and the Option 
Ultrasound program.
 
Because of you, we can be here for moms—not just on Mother’s Day but every day of the year! 

May the Lord grant the mothers in your family with wisdom, grace, and endurance as they nurture 
and equip the next generation. “As one whom his mother comforts, so I will comfort you; you shall be 
comforted in Jerusalem” (Isaiah 66:13 ESV).

Thank you in advance for your support of all our outreaches at Focus on the Family. God bless you 
and your family!

Sincerely,

Jim Daly
President

P.S.  We are truly grateful for the overwhelming response from friends like you for our See Life 
Clearly event in New York City and our ongoing efforts to save babies from abortion through 
the Option Ultrasound program. We hope you continue to join us in our efforts to also save 
marriages, equip parents to raise godly children, reach out to a child waiting in foster care and 
more. Please consider a generous gift today to support these critical efforts. Thank you!  










