
“The Drop Box” Press Release 
Focus on the Family to Release “The Drop Box” Through Fathom Events in Cinemas 
Nationwide March 3, 4 and 5, 2015  
The award-winning documentary highlights a South Korean pastor’s heroic efforts to 
embrace and protect the most vulnerable members of society  

Colorado Springs, Colo. – Pine Creek Entertainment in association with Focus on the Family, 
Kindred Image and Fathom Events will present a special event for three nights only in select 
cinemas nationwide on March 3, 4 and 5, 2015, with the debut of “The Drop Box.” This 
feature-length documentary will include an exclusive panel discussion.  

Focus on the Family’s first film, “Irreplaceable,” attracted more than 130,000 people in more 
than 700 theaters across the United States and Canada in May 2014.  

“The Drop Box” tells the story of one 
man’s efforts to protect and care for 
newborn babies who might have 
otherwise been abandoned on the 
streets of Seoul, South Korea. Pastor Lee 
Jong-Rak built a “baby box” – a safe 
harbor to welcome and care for these 
babies. So far, more than 600 babies – 
many of whom have disabilities – have 
been helped. A portion of the film’s 
proceeds will go to support Pastor Lee’s 
ministry.  

“‘The Drop Box’ is ultimately a story of hope,” said Focus President Jim Daly. “Even in the 
midst of a heart-wrenching situation, we see the heart of a father’s love in Pastor Lee. Not 
everyone is called to do what he’s doing or adopting a child themselves, but all Christians 
are called to care for orphans. Watching this documentary changes a person – it draws you 
to care even more deeply for the most vulnerable among us.” 

 “The Drop Box” is the Second Film in Focus’ Series of Documentaries  
“The Drop Box” is part of Focus’ Reclamation Series, documentaries that focus on the 
importance of marriage, family and a Christ-centered response to the social issues presented 
in each film.  

Daly explained why Focus is investing its energies toward film efforts: “There’s a reason why 
Jesus chose to teach in parables. We’re drawn to compelling stories, especially those told 
through the power of film. Audiences will leave theaters empowered to make a difference – 
it happened with ‘Irreplaceable,’ and it will happen with ‘The Drop Box.’”     

http://www.thedropboxfilm.com/?utm_source=fofpr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dropbox
http://www.irreplaceablethemovie.com/?utm_source=fofpr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dropbox


“The Drop Box” was directed by Brian Ivie, a graduate of the University of Southern 
California’s School of Cinematic Arts. “Through this movie, we’re hoping that people would 
see more than Christians working on behalf of orphans,” said Ivie. “We’re hoping that people 
would see a God who has always and will always love the broken and the lost.”  

Ivie was personally impacted as he directed “The Drop Box.” As he accepted the “Best of 
Festival” award for the documentary at the 2013 San Antonio Independent Christian Film 
Festival, Ivie told the audience: “I became a Christian while making this movie. When I 
started to make it, and I saw all these kids come through the drop box – it was like a flash 
from heaven. Just like these kids with disabilities had crooked bodies, I have a crooked soul. 
And God loves me still.” 

The Dove Foundation awarded “The Drop Box” five Doves, the highest rating available, in its 
review of the documentary.  

For more information about “The Drop Box,” visit http://www.thedropboxfilm.com/. To learn 
more about Focus’ adoption efforts, visit http://www.icarefororphans.org/. 

To coordinate media interviews for “The Drop Box,” please email Allison Meggers 
at Allison.Meggers@fotf.org or call 719-266-7557.  

About Focus on the Family 
Focus on the Family, which reaches about 238 million people in 130 countries, is a global 
faith-based ministry that helps families thrive. We provide help and resources for 
strengthening believers in their faith and sharing the gospel; building resilient marriages that 
reflect God’s design; equipping parents to raise their children with a thriving faith; 
advocating for the preborn, orphaned and life at every stage; and engaging the culture 
through a biblical worldview. Visit Focus at FocusontheFamily.com or 
on Facebook and Twitter.  

About Pine Creek Entertainment  
Pine Creek Entertainment is a film production company that specializes in presenting 
inspirational stories that encourage, empower and serve as a positive purpose in 
strengthening and affirming family & faith.  

About Kindred Image  
Kindred Image is a non-profit organization that works 
to support the vision and legacy of a courageous 
pastor in South Korea. What began as a desperate 
one-man campaign to protect life in one small 
neighborhood is now an organized effort to love and 
serve mothers in crisis, and never see an abandoned 
child on the streets of Korea again. For the rest of the 
world, Kindred hopes to restore the idea of a God-
given “kindred image,” thereby defending the 

http://www.dove.org/review/10696-the-drop-box/
http://www.thedropboxfilm.com/?utm_source=fofpr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dropbox
http://www.icarefororphans.org/?utm_source=fofpr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dropbox
mailto:Allison.Meggers@fotf.org
http://www.facebook.com/focusonthefamily
http://www.twitter.com/focusfamily/


dignity and value of all human lives. 

About AC JV, LLC  
Fathom Events is owned by a newly formed entity called AC JV, LLC. Fathom is the 
recognized leader in the alternative entertainment industry, offering a variety of one-of-a-
kind entertainment events in movie theaters nationwide that include live, high-definition 
performances of the Metropolitan Opera, the performing arts, major sporting events, music 
concerts, comedy series, Broadway shows, original programming featuring entertainment’s 
biggest stars, socially relevant documentaries with audience Q&A and much more. 
Additionally, Fathom events take audiences behind-the-scenes and offer unique extras – 
creating the ultimate entertainment experience for fans of all ages. Co-owned by the three 
largest movie theater circuits in the United States, AMC Entertainment Inc. (NYSE: AMC), 
Cinemark Holdings, Inc. (NYSE: CNK) and Regal Entertainment Group (NYSE: RGC), Fathom’s 
live digital broadcast network (“DBN”) is the largest cinema broadcast network in North 
America, bringing live events to more than 750 locations in 171 Designated Market Areas® 
(including all of the top 50). For more information, visit http://www.fathomevents.com.  

 

About “The Drop Box” 
 “The Drop Box” tells the story of a pastor in South Korea who goes to heroic measures to 
embrace and protect the most vulnerable children in his community. It is a story of hope, and 
a celebration of a simple reality: every human life is sacred and worthy of love. 

An award-winning feature-length documentary, “The Drop Box” will be released as a theater 
event across the nation for three nights only on March 3, 4, and 5, 2015. Audiences will learn 
of Pastor Lee’s story, how he one day came upon a newborn who has been abandoned on 
a cold night in a Seoul alley. That experience prompts him to build a “baby box” at the front 
of his church – a warm, safe place where desperate mothers can leave babies that would 
otherwise be abandoned. Many of the babies who are left in Pastor Lee’s baby box have 
developmental or physical impediments.  

After the movie screening, audiences will watch a group discussion featuring the film’s 
director Brian Ivie; musician Steven Curtis Chapman and his wife, Mary Beth; and Focus on 
the Family President Jim Daly addressing issues related to adoption, orphan care, and the 
sanctity of human life. A portion of the film’s proceeds goes to support the ministry of Pastor 
Lee. 

“The Drop Box” is being released by Pine Creek Entertainment in association with Focus on 
the Family and Kindred Image. You can learn more at www.TheDropBoxFilm.com.  

http://www.fathomevents.com/
http://www.thedropboxfilm.com/?utm_source=fofpr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dropbox


“The Drop Box” represents one of Focus on the Family’s many efforts to inspire, empower and 
equip Christians to advocate for and help orphans. The need to care for orphans and to 
recognize the value of every human life isn’t limited to Korea: There are more than 150 million 
orphans worldwide. Babies are abandoned in 
every country of the world. Here in the U.S., there 
are about 100,000 children in foster care waiting 
for adoptive families.   

Focus on the Family is committed to helping 
these precious children by empowering people 
to make a difference. In the past year alone, 
about half of Focus’ constituents (1.1 million) tell 
us Focus inspired and equipped them to stand 
up for the helpless, including the unborn and the 
orphan. Through our efforts and encouragement over the last year, nearly a half-million 
families have opened their hearts and/or homes to orphans. 

A portion of the proceeds from “The Drop Box” goes to support Pastor Lee’s ministry and 
helps the ongoing work of Focus on the Family to find families for orphaned children here in 
the U.S.  

 

FAQs 
What is the film rated? 
“The Drop Box” has not been rated by the Motion Picture Association of America (MPAA). 
Generally speaking, the film features content that most people would deem appropriate for 
all ages. Focus on the Family doesn’t feel the need to recommend age warnings or 
restrictions. Focus’ Plugged In team has reviewed the film, as has The Dove Foundation. 

Did Focus on the Family produce “The Drop Box”? 
The film was completed by the Kindred Image/Arbella Studios team prior to partnering with 
Focus on the Family.  

Focus on the Family’s relationship with Kindred Image began in 2013, when members of the 
“Irreplaceable” production team met Brian Ivie. After learning about “The Drop Box,” it 
became clear it would make a perfect fit for the second documentary in Focus on the 
Family’s Reclamation Series. We were inspired not only by the story of Pastor Lee that’s told in 
the film, but that the film’s 20-something filmmaker, Brian Ivie, came to Christ in the course of 
making the film.  

How many babies are dropped off in Pastor Lee’s baby box? 
Pastor Lee continues to take in one child, on average, every three days. At any one time, 
Pastor Lee, his wife Chun-ja, and a small team of volunteers care for as many as 20 kids. 

http://www.pluggedin.com/movies/intheaters/drop-box-2015.aspx
http://www.dove.org/review/10696-the-drop-box/


Can you give me an update on Pastor Lee and his ministry? 
Overall, Pastor Lee is doing well. He celebrated his 60th birthday in September. This summer 
he had a fall that required surgery to repair tendons in his shoulder, and that thankfully went 
well. Updates on Pastor Lee and Jusarang Community online 
at  http://kindredimage.org/pray/.   

How does “The Drop Box” align with the ministry of Focus on the Family? 
“The Drop Box” highlights issues relating to orphans and orphan care, one of Focus on the 
Family’s primary ministry emphases. The film also serves as the second in a planned series of 
documentary films highlighting family issues from a biblical perspective and tying directly with 
the themes of “The Family Project”, a DVD-based small group study from Focus exploring 
God’s design for the family. (The first film in the series was “Irreplaceable.”) 

What do you hope happens as a result of this film?  What do you want moviegoers to 
walk away with and do? 
We want moviegoers to gain a deeper understanding of the value of every human life. All of 
us – even the orphaned, the infirm or those with disabilities – are created in God’s image.    

Through “The Drop Box,” Focus hopes to raise awareness about Pastor Lee and his important 
work. We also hope this documentary will inspire viewers to come alongside other adoptive 
families around the world who are answering God’s call to care for the fatherless and the 
widow. Those who walk away from “The Drop Box” wanting to learn how they can adopt or 
support adoptive families can visit www.thedropboxfilm.com. There they will find information 
on how to support orphans both here in the U.S. and Pastor Lee’s ministry.  

Contact Information 
Please direct interview requests or questions for “The Drop Box” to: 
Allison Meggers 
Senior Publicist 
Focus on the Family 
719-266-7557 
allison.meggers@fotf.org 

http://kindredimage.org/pray/
http://www.familyproject.com/
http://www.irreplaceablethemovie.com/
http://www.thedropboxfilm.com/?utm_source=fofpr&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=dropbox
mailto:allison.meggers@fotf.org
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