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No family is perfect. We can be unkind to each other. 

We do and say things we wish we could take back. But at 

the same time, we all want to do better.

At Focus on the Family, we know that with God’s help and 

the right tools, every family can strive to be better. We can 

pick ourselves up, dust ourselves off and, one step at a 

time, make today better than it was yesterday. The apostle 

Paul reminds us of this when he writes,

“Forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to 

what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize 

of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”  

(Philippians 3:13-14 ESV).

As we celebrate 40 years of inspiring and guiding 

families, we look forward to the path ahead and our desire 

to reach even more families with relevant, faith-inspired 

programs and resources. By helping families embrace the 

notion that every day offers an opportunity to improve, we 

in turn help our communities thrive. We believe the ripple 

effect of this kind of mission is enormous.

In the following pages, we’ll share the vision of some  

of our life-changing initiatives with you. We hope you’ll  

be inspired to support us in prayer and partner with us  

in helping families become all God intends them to be—

not perfect, but better.

Jim Daly 

President

A THRIVING 

family IS 
A WORK IN 
PROGRESS



CLOSER TO 
EACH OTHER, 

closer to 
HIM

For 40 years, the core of our mission has been to open 
hearts and minds to God’s plan. We’re committed to 

providing faith-inspired guidance and support so that families 

draw closer to Christ and develop deep, lasting faith.

MAGNIFYING CHRIST

God has used Focus 
on the Family to help 

250,000 people make 
decisions for Christ.

That’s an average  

of 684 souls  saved 
every single day!

1.1 million  people 
reported that our 
programs helped them 
grow in their faith.

DURING THE PAST YEAR*:

*Unless otherwise noted, metrics are from the April 2016 Ministry Impact Survey.



Daily Broadcast
Our flagship radio broadcast, Focus on the Family®, is a half-hour daily 

dose of encouragement and advice on topics that matter to today’s 

families. The program features the wise and entertaining Jim Daly and 

John Fuller and can be heard on over 2,000 U.S. radio outlets—reaching 

an average of 5.5 million listeners every week. In addition to 

the Daily Broadcast, our impact outside the U.S. includes thousands of 

additional radio outlets reaching untold millions more around the world.

WITH YOUR HELP

Through the support of generous donors, a brand new state-of-

the-art broadcast studio was opened in August 2016. Now, we’re 

actively seeking to grow the program’s listenership, especially 

with young families and first-time parents. To do this, we plan to 
expand digital distribution and produce video-based content 
to better engage these younger audiences.

MAGNIFYING CHRIST

“I heard a Focus on the Family program about a 

woman who grew up in an abusive home. My own 

background was similar, and when I heard that 

God had redeemed the guest’s broken life and 

healed her marriage, I wanted that to be my story. 

I went into my closet to cry out to God, and asked 

Him to save my marriage, too. I gave my life to 
Him, and began to pray every day. 

It didn’t happen overnight, but the Lord healed our 

marriage and blessed us with another child ... and 

it all started the day I heard that broadcast.”

— Barbara



Family Help Center
Our Family Help Center offers a hand of support to anyone 

in need of advice or counseling. It’s not easy to reach out 

for help, but with the kind compassion of our Family Help 

Specialists, each person who contacts us is prayed for and 

led toward a biblically-based solution. During the past year, 

the Family Help Center responded to  more than 650,000 
families in need via phone, email, mail and social media, 

and offered advice and support for more than 368,000 people 

through our website. No matter the issue, we’re here to help.

MAGNIFYING CHRIST

WITH YOUR HELP

Our Digital Engagement Center proactively reaches 

out to people drawn by the anonymity of digital 

platforms to seek advice on the struggles they’re 

facing. To better support this effort, we aim to recruit 

and train a total of 350 Online Mentors by 

the end of 2017, allowing us to impact over 1 million 

people a year.



EMPOWERED 
COUPLES, 

lifelong 
MARRIAGE

PREPARING, STRENGTHENING  
AND SAVING MARRIAGES

Marriage is at the heart of family and “should be honored 

by all” (Hebrews 13:4). When a marriage thrives, so does 

family. That’s why we’re committed to standing with couples 

as they endeavor to make today better than yesterday. 

120,000 singles 
said we helped them 
prepare for the journey 
of marriage. 

720,000 couples said 
that they built stronger 
marriages with the help 
of our resources. 

120,000 couples in 
crisis reported that we 
played a role in saving 
their marriage.

DURING THE PAST YEAR:



Boundless
Boundless is a community 

of young adults who want 

to embrace adulthood, own their faith, date with purpose 

and prepare for marriage and family. Through Boundless’ 

articles, blog, weekly podcast and radio show, we are 

preparing the next generation of thriving marriages. Since 

last year, we’ve grown by 42%, seeing over 1.6 million 
users at Boundless.org. We’re proud to be a winner in this 

year’s highly competitive general article category for the 

Evangelical Press Association.

WITH YOUR HELP

In the next year, we look to increase social engagement 

and followers by 20% and web traffic by 10%. 
To meet these goals, we’re planning an in-depth content 

audit and website usability study that will create even 

more relevant inspiration and guidance for our readers. 

On the heels of the immense success of the pre-marital 

curriculum, Ready to Wed, we’re developing The Dating 

Project, a documentary and small group experience that 

addresses head-on our culture’s views on dating and 

relationships and offers a hopeful alternative for young 

adults who want to date differently.

PREPARING, STRENGTHENING  
AND SAVING MARRIAGES



Hope Restored
Marriage Intensives

Focus on the Family’s 

Hope Restored™ marriage 

intensives are one of the most 

crucial ways we minister to couples facing a marriage crisis. These 

intensives offer a holistic, scripture-based counseling approach 

that combines the heart, the mind, and a couple’s faith. In the past 

year, nearly 600 couples  experienced these intensives. Of 

participants surveyed, 84.6% are still together after two years.

“When we came to the Intensive, it was raining 

and storming—just like our marriage. We were 

on the brink of divorce. My wife showed up at 

my place and asked for forgiveness and told me 

that she forgave me and asked me to attend 

a Hope Restored marriage intensive. Being a 

guy I thought they would “fix” my wife. But the 

miracle was they fixed me and my wife! And, 

they taught us to take care of ourselves. We 

plan on coming back for some tune-ups. This is 

one of the single best things that has happened 

to me in my life.”

— Troy & Ann

WITH YOUR HELP

The need for this type of ministry is great. With that in mind,  

we hope to increase our staff, offer financial scholarships, and 

expand the program to between six and ten regional locations in 

order to make the intensives accessible to as many hurting couples 

as possible. Our goal is to eventually serve as many as 5,000 
couples per year.

PREPARING, STRENGTHENING  
AND SAVING MARRIAGES



EQUIPPING PARENTS

Parenting is a marathon, not a sprint. And it can be 

the most rewarding lifelong adventure. We provide 

moms and dads advice and tools to be a little bit better 
each day, and the support for when things get tough.

FAITHFUL 
PARENTS, 

GOD-HONORING 

kids
200,000+ parents said we  
helped them successfully work 
through a parenting crisis. 

DURING THE PAST YEAR:

740,000+ parents credited Focus 
with helping them build stronger, 
healthier, more God-honoring families. 



EQUIPPING PARENTS

Adventures  
in Odyssey

Created for kids ages 8-12, 

but loved by the whole family, 

Adventures in Odyssey will 

be celebrating its 30th 
birthday on November 21, 2017! Our compelling 

character-building audio-based adventure has not only 

grown as an “edutainment” choice reaching over 750,000 

U.S. homes a week over the radio, but as an in-home 

resource selling over 25 million products worldwide such 

as DVDs, chapter books, devotions and more. In 2014, a 

safe, online experience was created called the Odyssey 

Adventure Club™, giving over 15,000 families member-

only access to the entire library of over 800 audio dramas 

and more.

WITH YOUR HELP

While celebrating 30 years of a rich legacy, we will 

press on to reach a new generation of kids who need 

to know and grow in Jesus. We aim to reach over 
30,000 families through the Odyssey Adventure 

Club within the next two years.



Plugged In
Every month, more 
than 1 million 
people visit the Plugged 

In® website for detailed 

reviews of the latest movies, music, TV shows, video 

games and other forms of entertainment. Plugged In 

mobile apps (for iPhone® and Android®) offer instant, 

on-the-go access to our reviews and have become an 

indispensable resource for parents who want to help 

their families make wise entertainment choices. 

EQUIPPING PARENTS

WITH YOUR HELP

Although we are blessed to have Plugged In airing on 

920 stations, there is still room to grow. In 2017, we 

aim to see a 5% growth of new stations or outlets 

carrying the Plugged In Movie Review.

We also want to expand our online reach using 

the latest in mobile technology and on-demand 

content, creating an even more valuable experience 

for our users.



Raising Highly  
Capable Kids

This 13-week program enables churches and communities 

to equip parents, especially in underprivileged communities, 

to be positive role models in their kids’ lives and guide 

them away from high-risk behaviors such as illicit drug and 

alcohol abuse, promiscuity, and violence. Since its launch in 2013, Raising 

Highly Capable Kids has been implemented in 14 states in 54 cities, 
and more than 7,500 parents have completed the program.

EQUIPPING PARENTS

“Raising Highly Capable Kids is bringing a 
transformation that we have never seen in the 

home. We need to go into homes and bring values 

and training that will not only bring success to 

children but the surrounding community ... there’s 

a dynamic developing that is incredible.”

—Pastor Lee DeLeon

WITH YOUR HELP

The next expansion of Raising Highly Capable Kids involves 

piloting a statewide system in Colorado, beginning with schools 

that have the highest population of at-risk children. Our plan is 

to introduce this program to at least one school in every school 

district in the state, impacting more than 35,000 families 
over the next five years.



ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN

A voice 
FOR LIFE, A 
FUTURE FOR 
CHILDREN 

Every life is precious. From the tiniest preborn baby 

to the helpless orphan, all children deserve to feel the 

warmth of family. As we lift our voices to “defend the 

weak and fatherless ...” (Psalm 82:3), a better tomorrow 

will become real for countless vulnerable children.

1.1 million people  
told us we’ve inspired and 
equipped them to stand up for 
the preborn and the orphan.

An estimated 28,577 precious lives 
have been saved from abortion. A 

total of 370,000 precious lives have 
been saved since 2004.

DURING THE PAST YEAR:



Wait No More
Focus on the Family’s Wait No More® 

events advocate for the tens of thousands 

of children across our nation who will go to 

sleep tonight without a loving mother and father in their home. 

Through live events, Wait No More is designed to recruit families 

for children and youth awaiting adoption in the U.S. foster care 

system and to provide support for those adoptive families. To 

date, more than 3,300 families have initiated the process 

of adoption from foster care as a result of Wait No More.

Wait 
No 

More®

ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN

Through Wait No More, “we have three daughters, 

ages 3, 9 and 11. Our first couple of months 

together was a very rocky transition. We went 

from no children to three children overnight. It 

was a drastic change for all of us. It isn’t an easy 

journey, and we need the Lord’s grace every 
single day, but our kids are very much ours. We 

feel that Wait No More was vital in our decision to 

adopt older children. The Lord used this ministry 

to create our family as it is today.”

—Abel & Kelley Irvin

WITH YOUR HELP

We want to inspire thousands of God’s people to open their hearts 

to the 100,000+ kids in foster care waiting for adoptive families. We 

can do just that by expanding events to more cities nationwide 

and by equipping churches to come alongside adoptive families 

as they pursue their holy calling.



Option Ultrasound
The Option Ultrasound™ program provides grants for ultrasound 

machines and sonography training to Pregnancy Medical Clinics in 

communities with high abortion rates. Women considering abortion 

are offered counseling and a free ultrasound for a glimpse of the tiny 

life that depends on them. This is vital as women are 54% more likely 

to choose life after counseling and viewing their ultrasound.

ADVOCATING FOR CHILDREN

“When I realized I might be pregnant, I was 
overwhelmed by the pressures. I didn’t want to 
face being a single parent. I went online for help 
and found Hope Women’s Centers. I wasn’t sure 
what services they offered, but it seemed they 
knew how to deal with unplanned pregnancies.  
All their services were free, so I called.

The counselor I spoke with helped me deal with 
my fear about having my baby. When I had my 
ultrasound, I was overcome by the love I already 
felt for my unborn baby. Seeing her tiny form and 
hearing her heartbeat was the most amazing 
thing I had ever experienced! Suddenly, I had the 
courage to face the future unafraid.”

—Angela

WITH YOUR HELP

We can show real-time images of preborn babies to moms who 

desperately need to see the life growing inside them. By doing so, 

we hope to save the lives of a total of 1 million babies by 2022. 

This will be accomplished through additional training and grants for 

Pregnancy Medical Clinics across the country.



ENGAGING THE CULTURE

BOLD IN 
OUR FAITH, 

motivating 
ACTION

Our faith cannot sit quietly behind closed doors. As Christ-

followers, we are called to stand for truth. Through 

socially relevant events and resources, we are building 

awareness and spurring change in our secular culture.

1.1 million families stepped 
up to engage their communities 
for Christ because of the work of 
Focus on the Family.

DURING THE PAST YEAR:

1.3 million families say Focus 
on the Family has inspired them 
to transform the culture through 
civic engagement.



Bring Your Bible  
to School Day

This annual student-led event supports kids as 

they boldly celebrate their religious freedom by 

bringing their Bibles to school and sharing their 

faith. Focus on the Family helps empower these 

courageous students with downloadable guides and free speech tools. 

In 2015, an estimated 155,000 students participated across the 

nation, letting their lights shine brightly and living out their faith.

ENGAGING THE CULTURE

WITH YOUR HELP

We can expand the event beyond a single date each year. With 

tools and activities to equip students, they’ll have the support to 

shine their lights on a daily basis. We also hope to forge deeper 

partnerships with pastors and churches, who play an invaluable role 

in this celebration of religious freedom.

Before the event, “I was not willing to share my 

faith with people in school or outside of my church 

or family. … I feel Bring Your Bible to School Day 

has lifted that weight off and thrown it out. Now 

I’m willing to talk about my faith with 

everybody and anybody no matter who they are.”

— Lexie 



INVEST IN 
a better 
TOMORROW

For 40 years, you’ve helped 

marriages flourish, you’ve 

empowered parents, and you’ve 

stood for the beauty of all life. 

On behalf of those transformed, 
we give our heartfelt gratitude.

Your ministry through Focus on the 

Family provides help, hope and life in 

Jesus Christ. As we look to what’s next, 

we ask that you prayerfully consider 

partnering with us. Your gift will go to 

work immediately, inspiring families and 

transforming lives.

With your prayers and support, 
today’s families can truly be 

better than yesterday.
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“I press on toward the goal 

for the prize of the upward 
call of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Philippians 3:14 ESV


