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Jimmy’s not sure 

he can trust the 

Book—until Olivia 

divulges a big 

secret. 

      The
 Answer
  Book  Bby Tim Shoemaker
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“Why do girls talk so much?” 
Olivia studied the question scrawled across an index 
card, then stacked it with the other ones she wouldn’t be 
answering.

It was to be expected, really. Out of 30 or 40 
questions stuffed in the Ask the Answer Book box, she was 
happy to receive five or six usable ones. And those were 
the ones she printed in the middle school newspaper—
along with her answer.

Well, not her answer, exactly. The answers came from 
the Answer Book. She wanted to prove the Book had real 
answers for everyday life. 

For the last three days, the newspaper team had 
been meeting to discuss last year’s successes and make 
a game plan for the coming school year. Now Olivia hid 
in the library for some much-needed thinking time. 

Jimmy Martin rounded a nearby book stack. “Hey, 
Olivia. Hiding out in the library again?” 

“Just finishing up.”
Jimmy slid his backpack from his shoulder and sat 

across from her. “So, any really interesting questions for 
the Answer Book?”

Olivia shrugged. “A few.”
He moved the question box to one side. “I’ll bet you’re 

happy it’s summer. You haven’t had to spend as much time 
on this stuff.”

“Actually, I’ve really missed it.”
Jimmy reached for the small stack of index cards. 

The ones she’d selected to answer. “So let’s see what we’ve 
got.” He held up an index card and cleared his throat.

Jimmy snorted. “I could answer that one in two words. 
Do it. But let’s see what you found in the Answer Book.” He 
flipped over the index card.

Dear On the Fence,
Don’t compromise. Kids who cheat may get 

a passing grade on a test, but they fail the test 
of integrity—something way more important. 

If you always take the right path, you’ll never 
end up in the wrong place.   

                                    The Answer Book 10:9

Jimmy faked a yawn. “At least the last line is catchy.” 
He put that card at the bottom of the stack and smiled 
as he looked at the next one.

“Please, Olivia, I’m begging you. Let me answer 
this one,” Jimmy said. 

Olivia laughed. “Not a chance. We’re not giving 
opinions here. All the answers come from the Book.”

Jimmy ignored her. “Here’s what I’d say: ‘Dear Not 
a Head Turner. Plan for a career as a radio personality. 
That way nobody will know what you really look like. 
In the meantime, wear a hoodie—backward.’ ”

Olivia fought to hold back a smile. “Real nice.”
Jimmy shrugged. “I try.” He flipped the card to 

read Olivia’s response.

Dear Not a Head Turner,
 Outward beauty doesn’t last. But true inner 
beauty never fades. Work at sincerely loving 
others and being kind—especially to kids who 
others ignore. In time you’ll find that people will 
love you for your heart, for who you are and not 
for your looks.    

              The Answer Book 31:10

Jimmy pretended to dab at his eyes with his sleeve. 
“Beautiful, Olivia. Really touching.”

“It’s true.”
 Jimmy snickered. “It’s the type of thing that kid’s 

mother probably says.”
“Then she’s a smart lady. It came right out of the 

Answer Book.”
“Which is another thing,” Jimmy said. “What’s 

the story on this so-called ‘Answer Book’ of yours? 
I Googled it, you know.”

“You Googled the Answer Book?”
“Yeah, and I found like a bazillion Answer Books 

out there,” Jimmy said. “They’ve got answer books for 
everything: insects, deep-sea diving, tips on becoming 
a millionaire . . .”

Olivia shook her head.
“But I didn’t see anything that sounded like your 

Answer Book,” he continued. “It’s a mystery.” He looked 

Dear Answer Book,
 I have friends who copy homework and 

cheat on tests. But they’re getting good
 

grades and seem to have more time to do 

fun things. Sometimes they pressure me to 

cheat. It’s tempting because my parents 

have been disappointed with my grades. 

What do you think?
   On the Fence

Dear Answer Book,
 I still look a lot like my baby picture—but with more hair. I was born ugly, and I haven’t changed. Does your Answer Book have anything for me? 
   Not a Head Turner
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at her like he expected her to pull the mystery book out 
of her backpack. 

“I don’t think you’re ready for the answer.”
Jimmy shook his head. “What gives you that idea?”
“Every month you read my column to me. Out loud. 

And you always make fun of my answers,” she explained. 
“Doesn’t sound like you’re all that interested in the Answer 
Book . . . or its secrets.”

“Ridiculous.” He picked up another card.

“That’s easy,” Jimmy said. “I know how she can nail 
her brother good—”

Olivia held up her hands. “Let’s not even go there. 
Just read my response.”

Dear Tired of Fighting,
 When your brother says something mean 
or rude, resist the urge to respond by saying 
something nasty. Instead, say something nice. 
Stay in control. When you speak nicely to others, 
usually their anger will fizzle out.   
                           The Answer Book 15:1

Jimmy shook his head. He pointed to the stack of 
questions Olivia hadn’t answered. “Why don’t you ever 
answer my questions?”

Olivia looked at him. “Your questions? You put 
questions in the box?”

“All year. But they never made it to the column.”
“Ah.” Olivia smiled. “Like ‘Why do girls talk so much?’ ”
Jimmy raised his hands in mock surrender. “Hey, I’m 

just trying to keep it interesting.” He held up another card.

Jimmy looked up. “I like this guy.” 
Olivia looked at the handwriting. “Is this another 

one of yours?”
“Nope.” He grinned at her. “Wish it was, though.” 

He flipped the card and started reading.

Dear Smart Enough,
 Knowing when to get advice is the mark 
of someone who is truly wise. Those who feel 
they’re too smart to need advice will probably 
make mistakes.     
                            Answer Book 12:15 and 13:14

“This book really talks about all these things?” 
Olivia nodded. “And so much more. It teaches me 

how to make good decisions and recognize things that 
will hurt me so I can avoid them. It teaches me how to 
make friendships stronger. And most of all, it shows me 
the benefits of following God.” Olivia paused. “It’s an 
amazing book.”

“You’re not just making this stuff up, then? The book 
really exists?”

Olivia reached in her backpack and pulled out 
her Bible. She flipped through some pages until she got 
to Proverbs. She slid it across the table to Jimmy. “The 
Answer Book.”

He cocked his head to one side. “The Bible?”
“Actually, I’ve only been using the book of Proverbs 

for the column,” Olivia said. “Imagine if I used the whole 
Bible.” 

Jimmy looked like he was about to make a smart 
remark. “You really believe this stuff?”

“With all my heart.”
Jimmy flipped the Bible closed. “So it’s been the 

Bible all along.”
Olivia nodded. “It has all the answers you’ll ever 

need.”
Jimmy kept his eyes on the Bible. “I go to Google 

for answers. But you go to God.”
She could see he was really thinking. No more jokes. 

She stayed quiet.
“Think you’d know where to pick up another Bible?” 

he asked.
“Of course.”
“Good.” Jimmy tucked the Bible under his arm and 

stood. “I think I’m going to borrow this for the rest of the 
summer.”

He was smiling, but Olivia recognized that dead-
serious look in his eyes. She stood and took a step toward 
him. “But what am I supposed 
to do without my Bible?”

Jimmy shrugged and 
started backing toward the 
bookshelves. “Great question.” 
He tapped the Bible and grinned. 
“But now I know where to get the 
answers. As soon as I find out, I’ll let 
you know.” 

Dear Answer Book,
 My brother and I are always arguing. He 

says something rude. I say something nasty 

right back. This is getting old. Any ideas? 

            Tired of Fighting

Dear Answer Book,
 I think your column is lame. I don’t need your advice or anyone else’s. I can make my own decisions, thank you very much.           Smart Enough
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