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The Ties That Bind
THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 1
It’s a time of surprises as Wooton becomes the celebrity  
guest at Comic-Connellsville - and encounters an unexpected 
visitor. Whit finds himself in conflict with Ms Adelaide over 
the upcoming “Let’s Get Together Festival” in Odyssey.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 2
Eugene and Katrina wrestle with a decision that will take 
them into uncharted territory at home.  And being the center  
of attention at Comic-Connellsville puts Wooton in touch  
with fans and an art collector who wants all of Wooton’s  
work. Meanwhile, Connie has to deal with a guest of her 
 own while solving the mystery of an old locked trunk.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 3
Tensions abound for the Parker Family as they’re pulled in 
different directions. Wooton announces the creation of a 
new comic book series - sparking interest from a mysterious 
blogger called The Perilous Pen. And Connie has to navigate 
the emotional twists created by a distant family member.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 4
Eugene and Katrina deal with the changes that come with  
a new addition to the house. Whit’s conflict with the “Let’s  
Get Together Festival” intensifies as his shop is vandalized. 
Jason helps Connie solve the mystery of the old trunk. And 
strange goings-on in an area called Hangman’s Hollow  
draw Jay’s attention.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 5
Mysteries are solved and new ones begin as Connie  
discovers what’s inside the old trunk and Detective Pole- 
haus investigates the vandalism to Whit’s End. Mrs  
Adelaide gives Emily and Matthew a difficult assignment. 
A“newcomer” to Odyssey has to cope with tension at  

school. Jay is determined to get back-up for a trip to 
Hangman’s Hollow. And Wooton finds his life complicated  
by the notorious Perilous Pen.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 6
The “Let’s Get Together Festival” becomes the catalyst for 
discussions about God’s Design for humanity and whether  
or not Family is important to society. Eugene and Katrina’s  
new “ward” worries them with his busyness. And Connie  
has to play parent to her guest, with mixed results.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 7
After new revelations from the Perilous Pen, Dee Grant  
steps up her efforts to convince Wooton to sign with 
Maximized Comics. Meanwhile, Whit’s End is under siege 
again — this time from a cyber-attack by the Vigilantors.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 8
Detective Polehaus finds a surprising connection between 
the Vigilantors and Ms. Adelaide. The Odyssey Business 
Association pushes Mr. Whittaker to join the Let’s Get  
Together Festival. And Jay tries to persuade Emily and 
Matthew to investigate a ghost town at Hangman’s Hollow.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 9
Harlow Doyle joins Emily, Matthew, and Jay as they reach 
Hangman’s Hollow and make a surprising discovery about  
the ghost town. Vance starts to wonder if his associate is 
having second thoughts about their business arrangement. 
And Katrina is worried that her new house guest might be 
working too hard to impress her.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 10
Wooton and Penny consider all the angles on Dee Grant’s 
offer to publish his comics…until a sudden disaster changes 

everything. Meanwhile, the folks from Whit’s End gather at  
the hospital to face a medical emergency.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 11
Emily and Matthew ponder what to do after getting a 
undeserved bad grade. Whit visits a terminal patient at the 
hospital and finds a friend. Vance tries to cast suspicion for 
recent Odyssey disasters on the wrong person. And Wooton 
and Detective Polehaus continue the search for the truth 
about the Perilous Pen.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 12
Wooton enlists Eugene’s help to find the Perilous Pen and 
finally gets some answers. Matthew talks to Whit and his 
dad about a situation at school and learns about a conspiracy 
of ideas. And Detective Polehaus interrogates a potential 
suspect, which leads to a new direction in the investigation.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 13
Eugene uses his computer expertise to track down the  
identity of the Perilous Pen, as well as provide Whit vital 
information about the Vigilantors. Connie’s and Wooton’s 
houseguests announce a sudden departure. And Whit again 
talks to his new friend at the hospital at the critical point  
of life and death.

THE TIES THAT BIND, PART 14
The adventures reach their conclusions as the Perilous  
Pen’s informant reveals all, Wooton discovers who’s behind 
the attacks on his property, and Whit takes a final stand for  
his beliefs. Long-held questions are answered while trust, 
justice, and forgiveness are put to the test.
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The Ties That Bind
D I S C U S S I O N  G U I D E

This album was inspired by Focus on the Family’s The Family Project™, a 
12-session study designed to explore the biblical foundations of the family. 
You don’t have to experience that to begin your children on an adventure in 
understanding God’s design for the family. Just preview the Key Concepts on 
your own, listen to these Adventures in Odyssey® dramas together, and then 
use some of the discussion questions to talk with your children. Come along 
with Whit, Connie, and the other beloved Adventures in Odyssey® characters 
to introduce your children to biblical truths that will transform their way of 
thinking—and their lives.

KEY CONCEPTS
For every one of us, family is an essential part of God’s design for humans. It 
was not an afterthought by God or merely a cultural idea. (Genesis 1:26-28)

Since we live in a fallen world and all of us are sinners, family life will unfortu-
nately have its difficulties. We should expect some conflict in the home—or 
with other relatives—and know how to deal with it. (Colossians 3:12-13; 2 
Corinthians 13:11)

Family difficulties do not negate the truth or reality of God’s design. On the  
contrary, Jesus affirmed God’s design for the family, and other authors in the 
Bible compare that design to Jesus’ relationship within the Trinity and His  
relationship with the church. (Mark 10:2-9; Ephesians 3:14-15; 5:25-32)

Adoption—in which people are brought in to be part of our families—is an im-
portant outreach for Christians, a means of redemption, and a reflection of the 
way in which God has “adopted” us into His family. (Romans 8:15, 23; Ephesians 
1:5)

Diminishing family ties can lead to confusion, pain, and betrayal.

Forgiving others and giving someone who has hurt us a second chance take 
sacrifice on our part and is an essential part of our lives and the health of our 
families and communities. But we are commanded to do it. (Matthew 6:11-15; 
18:21-22; Ephesians 4:32)



signed for a purpose can be used correctly or misused. How do you think that 
lines up with God and His design for humanity? 

4. Is love the only thing that matters in relationships or marriage? If not, what 
else matters? How do you define love? Can you love the wrong things or the 
wrong people?

5. Why is Vance not part of the Whit’s End crowd? Based on what you know of 
Vance’s attitudes, do you agree or disagree with him?

6. How does Wooton feel about his cousin Hadley? How does Connie feel about 
her half-sister, Jules? How does Jules feel about her father? 

7. How should we treat family members whom we don’t like very much or who 
make us uneasy?

8. What did Katrina and Eugene decide to do about Buck? Why? What did 
Eugene mean by “redemption”?

Part Three
1. Is our family ever like the Parker family when they were on their way to 
church? Should we have a family meeting like the one they had? What do we 
need to do to keep from drifting apart as a family?

2. Should Sunday be any different from other days of the week? If so, how? 
Why?

3. When can visiting certain websites be dangerous? What 
rules do you think we should follow in our family? What 
rules should we have with things like social networks and 
the people we meet there?

4. Do you have any friends like Jules who don’t care about 
church? What can you say to them?

5. What does Wooton say will make his comic-book family 
good at solving mysteries? Is there something you’d like 
our family to work on together as a team?

6. Do you think it’s important for us to eat dinner together 
as a family? Why or why not?

Part Four
1. Why were some kids jealous of Buck? What kinds of homes 
did they come from? 

We should pray for guidance to do God’s will before committing to action. 
(James 4:13-15)

Some diversity—perhaps like that observed at Comic-Connellsville—reveals 
God’s wonderful creativity, but other kinds of “diversity”—like the sort cele-
brated by the Let’s Get Together festival—go against God’s design for society. 

We should base our thinking about the family on the Bible. (Romans 12:2)

Many in our culture want to define a family as any group of people in a loving 
and nurturing relationship. But the Bible says a family is a man and woman 
together with their children. (Genesis 2:18-25)

Not all behavior is acceptable or appropriate. (Colossians 3:8-10; Hebrews 12:1-
2; 1 Peter 1:15-17)

Part One
1. According to Pastor Juan, how did Buck’s life take a wrong turn that led 
him to criminal activities? How is Buck doing now? What are the benefits of a 
stable home?

2. Is God calling you to forgive someone who has hurt you? How can we help 
people like Buck who have made a mess of their lives? Why does Buck deserve 
a second chance?

3. Why did Whit ask questions rather than put up the poster for the Let’s Get 
Together festival? Tell me what you think the words inclusivity and tolerance 
mean. What is right—and wrong—about inclusivity and tolerance? Do you 
agree with Whit’s conclusion? 

4. What is Ms. Adelaide’s attitude toward the Bible? Do you know people who 
feel the same way? What can you say to them? 

5. How do you define a family? Do you know any families that are different from 
your definition? How are they different?

Part Two
1. What do you think attracts people like Olivia to the ideas of tolerance and 
inclusivity?

2. Where did marriage come from? How did God define it?

3. Whit used the example of a fountain pen to show how something that’s de-

Ask Your Kids



What does the word tolerate mean to you? Should we encourage people to 
follow their own beliefs?

6. How would you answer Olivia when she asked, “What’s wrong with people 
living the way they want to, with whomever they want to marry or call a family? 
If that’s what they want to be happy . . . ”?

7. What kind of adventure do you think Olivia had in the Room of Consequence? Do 
you think God’s design for family really matters? How would the world be 
different if families didn’t exist?

Part Seven
1. Why was Jules upset about Connie’s trunk full of papers? How could you 
reach out to a friend who is in a situation like Jules is in?

2. Do you agree with Dee Grant when she said that fictional characters should 
reflect the lives of the audience? Or do you agree with Wooton, who said that 
art should help shape reality? Why?

3. Whit was attacked online for quoting a speech by Jesus about marriage. 
Why would Jesus’ description of marriage make some people upset?

4. Why does Whit try to downplay his conflict with the Vigilantors? (Hint: Read 
Romans 14:19; Hebrews 12:14.) 

5. How should you react when someone asks you to do something 
that would displease Jesus? Has this ever happened to you? 
When?

Part Eight
1. Ms. Adelaide suggests that sometimes people have to be 
compelled to accept changes they may not like for the “greater 
good.” What changes was she talking about? How do you decide 
what is the greater good? What happens when people can’t agree  
on the greater good?

2. Why was Detective Polehaus quick to suspect Buck of causing 
trouble? Is the detective right to suspect someone because of his 
past crimes? What did you think of the detective saying, “Once a 
criminal, always a criminal”? Do you know anyone who has changed? 
How did they change?

3. Why do people like Ms. Adelaide accuse Christians of practicing 

2. Who do you think vandalized Whit’s End and why? Why is Whit reluctant to 
accuse anyone or jump to conclusions? 

3. Jason told Whit that “people are getting militant about their opinions, and 
they’re more than happy to trounce those who get in their way.” Can you share 
something you’ve seen like that in the world? What opinions are people getting 
“militant” about?

4. Whit said, “I’ve never been afraid to stand up for what I believe.” Have you 
ever been afraid to stand up? Why?

Part Five
1. Read Matthew 5:38-39 aloud. What did Jesus mean about “turning the other 
cheek”? How is Whit doing that with the Vigilantors?

2. How did the other kids react to Buck when he showed up at Odyssey Middle 
School? How would you react? How would Jesus want you to treat Buck? Does 
forgiving someone also mean we should trust that person? Why or why not?

3. Do you have any teachers at school like Ms. Adelaide, who seem to be 
teaching things you don’t agree with? What should you do? What will you do if 
a school assignment goes against your beliefs?

4. Do you have any idea what might be bothering Jules about the trunk full 
of old school papers that June left for Connie?

Part Six
1. Why are people like Camilla impressed by kids who don’t live by the rules? 
Does Buck’s past life seem kinda cool to you? Why or why not? Who are your 
heroes?

2. How did Buck show that his change of heart is real? 

3. What is the meaning of the word gender? How are boys and girls different? 
What does our culture say, and what does the Bible say about being male and 
female? What would the world be like if everyone was the same gender?

4. What did you learn from Mr. Whittaker’s model train demonstration? Whit 
shows three things that can happen when we don’t follow God’s design; what 
were they? (Hint: the train wreck from going too fast around a curve; the poten-
tial head-on collision; pulling the heavy freight cars.) How is the model train 
demonstration different than Whit’s earlier example with the fountain pen?

5. Should we be tolerant of people who don’t agree with our Christian views? 



5. Why did Buck try to hide the fact that he had been beaten up? Have you ever 
tried to deal with a difficult situation on your own? What is the best way to deal 
with bullying? How can you help people who have been bullied? What should 
you do when you see bullying happening?

6. Whit wanted Jason to understand that his life is part of a bigger picture. 
What did Whit mean? What is the purpose of your life on earth? How can 
we “mark” the important moments of our lives to help us remember the real 
purpose?

7. Buck said, “I want people to see that I’m not what they think I am.” What do 
you want people to see in you? Describe the kind of person you want to be in 
the future. How can belief in God change the person you are and the person 
you will be?

8. Wooton wonders how he should feel about losing everything he owned in 
the mysterious house fire. How would you feel if you were Wooton? Should 
“things” be important to us? 

Part Eleven
1. Olivia discovered that “families are more important than people realize.” She 
added, “All I know is that what happens to the family affects everything.” Can 
you give some examples of what she might be talking about?

2. Why are Camilla’s parents worried about Buck’s influence on her? Do you 
think Buck is a good or bad role model? Who are your role models and what are 
they like?

3. Connie thought that events like the vandalism of Whit’s End and the terrible 
fire at Wooton’s house might be a spiritual attack. What does she mean? What 
is the best way to respond to a spiritual attack?

4. Why did Whit visit Ms. Adelaide’s dying brother? How might her brother’s 
illness explain Ms. Adelaide’s anger toward Whit? What can we learn from 
Whit about how to treat those who disagree with us?

5. Should teachers be able to lower your grade if they don’t agree with some-
thing you wrote? Has it ever happened to you? How will you respond if that 
happens?

6. How do you know the difference between a fact and a rumor? When some-
one tells you a rumor, what should you do? Why is it wrong to spread it around? 
What does the Bible say about gossip or slander? (See Ephesians 4:31.)

“hate”? Can you think of any Christians who have been harsh or unloving? 
What would you say to Ms. Adelaide?

4. How can you put your faith in action at home? At church? How can you put 
your faith in action in public?

5. Ben Parley suggested to Whit that personal belief and faith are becoming 
irrelevant today. Is he right?

6. Whit seems determined to deal with the Let’s Get Together festival troubles 
on his own. How could he let Connie, Eugene, and others help him? Why should 
Christians ask for help from other believers? (See Acts 28:13-15.) How can you 
help your Christian friends who need help?

Part Nine
1. How did Vance treat Jules? How did he treat Buck? Do you know anyone who 
manipulates other people? If so, how should you respond as a Christian?

2. Katrina was worried that Buck might think he has to earn other people’s 
acceptance instead of feeling loved unconditionally. Have you ever acted like 
Buck? How could you act differently?

3. Would you watch Family Survivor if you had the chance? How are families 
portrayed in the TV shows or movies you watch? Think about what Wooton 

said about how art affects people. Do you think TV and movies are help-
ing or hurting families? How does your TV or movie watching glorify 

God?

Part Ten
1. Jason was upset about his father’s collapse at the meeting and 

blamed Ms. Adelaide. Was he right to do that? How would you have 
reacted if something happened to your father?

2. Katrina asked Eugene to help Buck feel “connected.” How could 
Eugene do that?  

3. Why was Wooton worried about the offer from Dee Grant at Maxi-
mized Comics? How do you respond when someone pressures you to 
make a quick decision?

4. Wooton is uncomfortable having to think “suspiciously” about the 
people around him. What do you think he means? Is it better to give peo-
ple the benefit of the doubt, or should we be suspicious of them? Why or 
why not?



we decide who to trust? How can your parents help you decide? 

4. To help Buck, Jules threatened Vance by exposing the truth. Do you think 
she was right in doing so? Why did Jules take action to help Buck? How did 
Jules react when Vance threatened her? How would you react if someone was 
hurting a friend of yours? 

5. When Mr. and Mrs. Parker talked to Ms. Adelaide, they suggested that she had 
been unintentionally “indoctrinating” Matthew. What is indoctrination? Do you 
think Mr. and Mrs. Parker did the right thing by talking to Ms. Adelaide?  

Part Fourteen
1. Jay seems more than happy to leave his family and friends to be a big star 
in Hollywood. What is wrong with leaving your family? Would you like to be a 
celebrity? Why or why not?

2. How did Jules’s attitude about trusting only herself backfire? What should 
she have done differently?

3. Was Whit right to expose what was happening with the Odyssey busi-
ness owners and the Let’s Get Together festival? Have you ever tried to 
reveal something bad that was happening? How did people react? 

4. Should Wooton have offered to help Hadley the way he did? Why did 
Hadley reject his offer? Why didn’t Hadley ask for help from his own 
family? Hadley said that it was time to take responsibility for his actions. 

Is there anything that you need to take responsibility  for? How can you 
do that?

5. What do you think about what Whit said to Ms. Adelaide after her 
brother died? What could you say to someone who is going through 
a difficult time?

6. How and why did both Jules and Hadley betray their families’ 
trust? What was the outcome? How did Connie and Wooton reach 
out to people hurting them? Is there anything that we need to fix in 
our family?

7. Even though this series has explored God’s design for families, 
we also see a different kind of family with Eugene, Katrina, and 
Buck. What can we learn from them? What does the Bible say 
about being “adopted” into God’s family?

7. What did Ms. Adelaide mean by “Gender isn’t in the hardware, it’s in the 
software—and can be changed and adjusted”? Do you agree or disagree? 
Why? How did Whit respond to Ms. Adelaide’s statement?

Part Twelve
1. Why did Whit say it was important to have a clear understanding of things like 
gender?

2. Buck made an important decision when he was talking to Detective Polehaus. 
What was it? What would you do if you were being accused of something you 
didn’t do?

3. How did Camilla feel about being in a family? Have you ever felt that way? 
What did Buck say to her about it?

4. What did Whit say to Wooton about losing his stuff in the fire? Do you 
agree with Whit? What do you think Jesus meant when He 
said to “lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven” (Matthew 
6:20)? 

5. Matthew’s dad tried to explain why some marriages or 
families break up. Do any of your friends come from broken 
families? Do you think marriage is all about feeling in love with 
your wife or husband? If not, then what is it about?

6. How can we as Christians help families that are breaking up? 
What can we do to strengthen families so they will stay together? 

Part Thirteen
1. Do you believe our thinking about marriage and family can be 
influenced by companies that produce comics, television shows, 
movies, and music? What messages do some of those things send 
about families?

2. Randall tells Whit that disagreement and hatred are two 
different things. How are they different? Have you ever had a 
disagreement that seemed like hatred? How did you handle it? 
How is Whit handling his disagreement with Ms. Adelaide? 
What could you learn from Whit about how to deal with people 
you disagree with?

3. Jules tells Buck that she won’t connect to Connie as family 
because she trusts only herself. Why is that a bad idea? How can 
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TO REQUEST ADVENTURES IN ODYSSEY PRODUCTS:

The Profound Impact of Biblical Families!
From the creators of the life-changing series Focus on the Family’s The Truth 
Project™ comes a stunning new journey of discovery that explores family as 
a revelation of God—and celebrates the extraordinary impact families have 
on the world around them. This 12-week small group experience for adults 
explores God’s design and purpose for family and the biblical truths about 

the roles of families in society. It also discusses how families can 
incorporate those truths into their everyday lives.

Order today at FamilyProject.com 
or call 800-A-FAMILY (232-6459).

BEFORE ON ADVENTURES IN ODYSSEY®
VOLUME 57 A Call to Something More

Life is full of surprises–some that are welcome, some that aren’t.  
A trip in the Imagination Station is usually fun, but three generations 
from the Parker family are surprised to find that it can be life-changing, 
too. And who doesn’t love the circus, especially when it involves 
solving a mystery behind sabotage and betrayal? And Connie’s 
life is turned upside-down by an unexpected phone call, triggering 
major changes for everyone around her. In laughter or tears, you can 
count on the crew at Whit’s End to make life’s surprises fun, exciting, 
touching, and rich with lessons from God.

CHECK OUT THESE OTHER family ADVENTURES!  

VOLUME 1

THE ADVENTURE BEGINS
VOLUME 18

A TIME OF DISCOVERY
VOLUME 21

WISH YOU WERE HERE!

The Truth Chronicles
Are there really right answers to big questions about God, 
faith and truth? The kids of Odyssey are about to find out! Can 
the Science club discover the reality of Intelligent Design? 
Will Captain Absolutely triumph over the evil schemes of Dr. 
Relative? And what happens when kids are in charge of their 
own city . . . with no adults! There’s absolute adventure ahead 
with these 11 life-changing stories on seeing the world from a 
Christian perspective.

90 Devotions for Kids:  
Life-Changing Values from the Book of Matthew
Jump start your devotional time with life-changing values 
from the book of Matthew!  Discover God’s Word in a fun, 
adventurous way as you use this book by yourself or with your 
family to learn new truths of the Bible. 

The Green Ring Conspiracy
It all begins when a small plane crashes under strange circumstances 
outside town. The mystery deepens when a backpack filled with 
money is found in the woods near Gower’s Field, outside of Odyssey. 
What does all of this have to do with the Green Ring Conspiracy? 
Whit, Eugene, and Connie have to put together the clues before it’s 
too late to stop a worldwide conspiracy! Find out the backstories of 
Penny Wise and Buck Oliver in this exciting collection.

VOLUME 53

The great Adventure Awaits™

Odyssey Adventure Club™
Don’t miss a single adventure! Unlock the amazing benefits and family fun as a member: 
anytime access to over 750 Adventures in Odyssey episodes, new exclusive Club audio 
stories, video documentaries, and lots more. Visit OAClub.org and enter promo code 
“OAC” for a special introductory price today!
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